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Cade 
As a Little Child 


By James B. Kenyon 


O FEEL the freshness of the opening year, 
The joy of swelling buds and springing grass ; 
To see the flame-like crocus lift its spear ; 
To trace God’s footsteps shining where they pass; 


To know that heaven is never far Lot 
Nor lose the open vision of the soul ; 

To walk ’mid common wonders day by day, 
And read the cryptic signs on nature’s scroll ; 


To watch the lyric seasons come and go, 

The flickering leaf, the fern’s uncurling fronds, 
The delicate star-shaped crystals of the snow, 

The crinkling stream, the osier’s slender wands ; 


The yellow bee with pollen-dusted thighs, 
The lily with the dewdrop in its breast, 
The nascent splendor of the morning skies, 

The evening purpling in the solemn west ; 


Yea, still to find the old world sweet and fair, 
To move ’mid ancient evils undefiled, 
With eye unjaundiced by deceit and care, 
Keep me, O Father, as a little child. 
AUSABLE Forks, N. Y. 








Are you planning to observe World's Sunday-school 
Day? May 19 ts the date. Send a postal to the 
Times for full information and a special Order of 
Service, 
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Missing Utterly—by a Hairbreadth 

Most men find some satisfaction in the fact that 
they almost accomplished what they set out todo. The 
exceptional man recognizes that almost winning is en- 
tirely losing. To him, to come withina hairbreadth of 
aright goal is only more intolerable than to fall wide of 
it, and is just as completea failure. A consecrated Chris- 
tian business man tells how this truth has stuck in his 
meinory from the remark a companion used to make 


to him in the days when they played billiards together. 
When his cue-ball would just miss another ball, his 
friend would say quietly, ‘‘ Dave, coming close doesn't 
count.’’ If more of us would set down our ‘‘ almost 
hits’’ as entire misses, we should score fewer misses 
in all that we do. 

Xx 


Only to Begin 

God never asks us to complete a work at the be- 
ginning. Often he does not ask us even to try to 
foresee the ending. But he always asks us to begin 
anything to which he calls, when the time for begin- 
ning has come, and to begin it in cheery, indomitable 
confidence in him. How much needless, sinful worry 
would be saved if we would only act upon this truth 
day by day ! The reason why to-day’s work looms so big 
and burdensome is because we are foolishly trying to 
carry it all in the first hour. Let us make our morn- 
ing prayer that which a child of God voiced when 
facing a heavy responsibility : ‘*O Lord, we know 
that thou hast asked us only to begin.’’ 


x 
Mr. Faris’ New Work 


Readers of The Sunday School Times have been 
getting acquainted for five years past with the Rev. 
John T. Faris, and they will therefore be the more 
glad, now,, to welcome him as a member of the 
editorial staff of this paper. Mr. Faris recently ac- 
cepted a call from the Times to become its Managing 
Editor, and he has this month entered upon his new 
work as the associate of Mr. Trumbull, its Editor-in- 
Chief. He had for four years been pastor of the 
Markham Memorial Presbyterian Church of St. Louis, 
where he succeeded the Rev. Charles Stelzle in the 
pastorate, after Mr. Stelzle became the head of the 
Presbyterian Department of Church and _ Labor. 
There seems to be something at Markham that makes 
men of a kind that the rest of North America needs. 
A five years’ pastorate at Mt. Carmel, Illinois, pre- 
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ceded Mr. Faris’ Markham experience, and before 
that he had been graduated from Princeton University 
and McCormick Seminary. He has been ‘brought 
up’’ on The Sunday School Times, having scarcely 
known a time when his family was without it ; there- 
fore he commences his work with plenty of the 
‘historic consciousness'’ which Dr. Trumbull be- 
lieved was such an important part of any man's equip- 
ment for a special field. Two brothers and a sister in 
the mission field in China show what kind of training 
and influence characterized the home made by Mr. 
Faris’ father, the Rev. W. W. Faris, D.D., who is still 
actively in the pastorate at Miami, Florida. The pub- 
lishers and editors of the Times heartily reciprocate the 
hearty word of that father when he writes : ‘To find 
a son of mine sought out and called to honorable 
opportunity jointly with yourselves in developing and 
augmenting this particular and priceless legacy to 
mankind, is to make me just plain glad."’ 


x 
Tested by Blessings 


Not every one is entrusted with the discipline of 
the deepest waters of affliction. Joseph was enough 
of a man to be allowed to go to Pit College and the 
University of Arabia, as two lesson-writers have sug- 
gested. Not all of us would stand just such training, 
therefore it is not given to us. But we are all under 
testing and training that is ample for our growth. 
Some of us are being tested by seeming ease and 
prosperity. There is nothing harder to take aright 
than that. And if things are not blocking our path, 
how much greater is our responsibility to move ahead 
as God directs! If we are not being misunderstood 
and unjustly attacked, how rich is our opportunity to 
carry out His plans! Yet the healthy affliction of 
personal temptation is always with us, and we may, if 
we will, make that the gymnasium of our strength- 
bringing struggles. If we are freed from every oppo- 
sition save that of our own sins, how much greater 
the shame if we do not conquer these ! 


The Love That Will Not Let Us Go 


IGHT was upon the city, and the children of 
darkness were in the streets. A mother moved 
slowly along in the crowd, looking eagerly and 

anxiously into the faces of those who passed, and 
whenever the swinging door of a saloon flashed a glare 
across the pavement, she turned quickly to look 
within the place where she thought perhaps her son 
might be. 

She was searching for him, searching with motherly 
disregard of her surroundings, intent upon taking him 
home. That was her one mission in the crowd, to 
find and to take home her son. She found him at 
last, a pitiable figure ; and he had no desire to go 
home. He had broken with his ideals, he had cast 
love to the winds, and the bestial in him held the 
reins and the whip. 

But in that mother’s heart was a passion stronger 
than the beast in the boy, .a love so determined in its 
purpose, so compelling in its steady pull upon the 
boy’s better self, that he did go home in spite of the 
clamor and tug of his lusts. Then, as before, and 
afterwards, the cry of that mother in prayer and in 
any voicing of her love for him was ever the same: ‘‘[ 
cannot, cannot, let him go!’’ Nor did she let him 
go until from a clean life, moving quietly on day by 
day, the Lord took him out of the fight. 

What that mother did for her son, is done for every 
one of us day by day. If we were to be held back 
from sin merely by our own preferences, our family 
surroundings, our sense of propriety, or even by a 
love for the sinless Christ, we could not hope for any 





real freedom from the dominance of low and master- 
ing passions. Unstable as we are at the best, no 
power of will, no uplift of heredity, no steadying star 
of a love that proceeds from ourselves, could alone 
save us from ghastly blunders and wreckage ail along 
the way. 

Our love for God is weakened by our weaknesses, 
and neither that nor any of the lesser, cherished helps 
by the way could alone win us homeward when we 
have gone away into the bondage of sin. If God 
should let our case rest wholly on our wavering pur- 
pose in unsteadily seeking him, what hope would 
there be for any of us? 

But God is seeking us, and he does not purpose to 
let us go. We turn to our own ways ; he patiently 
waits, reminding us that the stupid sheep are as wise. 
We strain away from his leading. One man longs to 
be in some other profession than the one to which 
God has called him. Another wishes feverishly that 
he might escape from burdens which, if he but knew 
it, are already making amanof him. Another is fool- 
ishly unsettled in his doings because he is not some- 
one else. And the Father patiently waits, and will 
not let us go. 

Men weary of the struggle. Things they have 
preached do not seem to work out in practise. High 
standards in business are well enough in books and 
speeches, but how about that moment when every- 
thing will go to pieces unless the standard is let down 
to a reasonable point? And when they are tired of 
doing: the hard, right thing, and the standard is 
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lowered, lowered always more at such a time than a 
man intends, God is yet patient, and in his love has 
no mind to let the man go utterly down to the allur- 
ing low levels. Even though the man has lost his 
clear vision of God, the Father does not lose his clear 
thought of what that man ought to be, and can be at 
his best. 

It is well for us that this isso. If God were passive 
in his willingness to train and to save mankind, man- 
kind would be at the mercy of forces that are not 
passive. If God sought the man no more than 
man seeks God, man would get farther and farther 
and farther away from God. If the mother had not 
wanted the boy to go home, far more urgently than 
the boy himself wanted to go, the boy would hardly 
have found a way to go. Not his love for her so much 
as her love for him was the compelling, restraining 
cause of his return, 

In his farewell conversation with his disciples the 
Son of God, with tender solicitude, spoke very plainly 
with them about his relation to them, and theirs to 
him. Nothing less than the oneness of the vine with 
its branches was enough to illustrate his thought of 
that relation. He would not have these friends of 
his think of themselves now as other than intimate 
friends, to whom he had corfided what the Father 
had confided to him. And he calls to their attention 
one great fact of their relationship which they and we 
might easily overlook, a fact which he clearly in- 
tended should be reassuring to them in the new re- 
sponsibilities which were to come upon them. ‘Ye 
did not choose me,’’ he said, ‘‘ but I chose you, and 
appointed you, that ye should go and bear fruit, and 
that your fruit should abide."’ 
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Their opportunity, frail and variable as these men 
were, had been of the Master's choosing, and he had 
held on with patience and forbearance to the real 
man in each one of them, in spite of their doubts and 
foolish questionings, and their short-sighted under- 
standing of him. 

Here is equal assurance for every one of us. Love 
chooses us, even when the weaknesses within us utter 
protest ; love assumes responsibility for the choice ; 
and love continues patiently to cherish us into the 
bearing of an abiding fruit. Why then should any 
of us be hopeless over yesterday's failure, or fearful 
of to-day’s fight ? 


**O Love that wilt not let me go, 
I rest my weary soul in Thee 
I give Thee back the life I owe, 
That in Thine ocean’s depths its flow 
May richer, fuller be. 


** O Light that followest all my way, 
I — my flickering torch to Thee ; 
My heart restores its borrowed ray, 
That in Thy sunshine’s blaze its day 
May brighter, fairer be. 


** O Joy that seekest me through pain, 
I cannot close my heart to Thee ; 
I trace the rainbow through the rain, 
And feel the promise is not vain 
That morn shall tearless be. 


** O Cross that liftest up my head, 
I dare not ask to fly from Thee ; 
I Jay in dust life’s glory dead, 
And from the ground there blossoms red 
Life that shall endless be.’’ 
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Drawing Lines in Theater-Going 
The duty of drawing lines is a very positive one. 
But it is well that such lines be so distinctly and in- 
telligently drawn that no one will misunderstand the 
position taken. A Nebraska reader raises a question 
that is often considered in connection with the de- 
fining of one’s position as to plays and acting. She 
writes : 
A number of young people in our community would be 
benefited by an answer to this question through The Sunday 
School Times. Is it right for Christians to attend such plays 


as Ben Hur and Shakespeare's historical plays? If so, where 
should the line be drawn in theater-going ? 


The fundamental objection to attending plays lies 
not in the character of any play witnessed, but in the 
fact that‘it is a play at all, The objection rests upon 
acting as a life-work. It is an unworthy and demor- 
alizing effort to devote one’s life to seeming to be an- 
other person than one's self. Even though the char- 
acter simulated is a good character, acting is poorer 
business, always, than deéng. Therefore any play 
that necessitates the profession of acting, as all pro- 
fessional plays do, is open to this fundamental ob- 
jection. And to attend such a play is so far to 
endorse and encourage a profession which is un- 
worthy, and the tendency of which is harmful in its 
effect upon its own members. From this stand- 
point, just where any line can fairly be drawn between 
plays does not appear. 


The Duty of Leaving 
Some Questions Unsettled 


Why should it surprise any one, in any field of 
thought and research, that ‘‘doctors disagree’’ ? 
Would it not be more surprising if they did not? 
Would progress even be possible if there were a dead 
monotony of agreement? Yet one often hears positive 
objection taken to the fact that there is any such dis- 
agreement, as, for example, in this friendly protest 
from a New England reader : 


In Dr. Dunning’s article on the lesson for March 31, he 
writes : ‘‘ The writer of Genesis seems to have had knowledge 
of’the times of David and Solomon (Gen. 36: 31)."" In ‘‘ The 
New Bible Commentary,'‘#®e Right Rev. E. Harold Browne, 
D.D., refers to Genesis 35 : 11, in commenting on Genesis 
36 : 31, and says: *‘ It was not unnatural that, when recording 
the eight kings who had reigned in the family of Esau up to 
his own time, he [Moses] should have noted that as yet no 
king had risen from the family of his brother Jacob, to whom 
a kingly progeny had been promised."" The same author also 
finds —— for the Mosaic authorship in Genesis 36 : 39: 
**He. Hadad, or Hadar, probably was living when Moses 
wrote, as no mention is made of his death."* Hadad could 
hardly have been living after the times of the kings of Israel, 
to which period those who, from verse 31, consider it to be an 


interpolation, would assign this genealogy, or perhaps the 
whole chapter. , F 

When the doctors disagree, who shall decide? 
testimony, when disagreeing, confuses. 

Of course there is disagreement, and probably 
always will be in this fallible world, concerning both 
the meaning and the authorship of certain parts of 
the Bible. It is well that this should be so. It 
stimulates to study and thoughtfulness on the part of 
all. Such a question as that of the authorship of the 
Pentateuch is not a matter upon which any questions 
of present life and duty would seem to depend. Sup- 
pose we leave such questions, therefore, to those who 
are most interested in studying them, and press on 
ourselves in determination to know God's present will 
for us, and to seek his strength in its doing. 


x 
On Taking Collections in Church 


One of the commonest ways of misreading the 
Bible is to assume that every injunction it records as 
given by some individual to a particular person or 
class who needed that injunction, is a binding rule for 
all peoples in all ages. The result of this mistake is 
to make of the Bible a book of rules, which only 
limits and confuses its unique value as a book of 
principles, A Vermont reader is in danger of thus 
failing to get the greatest help from her Bible study, 
when she asks : 

How can the present-day custom of taking up a collection 
in religious services be harmonized with the words of Paul 
(1 Cor. 16: 2), ‘that there be no gatherings when / come’? 
{American Revision: ‘that no collections be made when I 
come.""] 

Paul evidently wanted the collections made before 
he came. If there was one principle that he would 
seem to be advocating here, it is the principle of 
regular, systematic offerings. For the whole passage 
is this : ‘* Nowconcerning the collection for the saints, 
as I gave order to the churches of Galatia, so also do 
ye. Upon the first day of the week let each one of 
you lay by him in store, as he may prosper, that no 
collections be made when I come. And when | ar- 
rive, whomsoever ye shall approve, them will I send 
with letters to carry your bounty unto Jerusalem."’ 
In other words, Paul was urging the members of the 
church at Corinth not to let the matter ot money for 
the saints at Jerusalem await his visit to Corinth, and 
then hurriedly be gotten together in a single great 
collection, but rather to lay aside definite proportions 
ot their income, regularly and systematically week by 
week, on the first day of the week, which was their 
day of special religious services, so that the whole 
fund might be collected decently and in order. In- 
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deed, it has been noted by one commentator that «in 
the original the language is more emphatic, ‘ shat when 
I come, the gatherings may not take place then, "' 
This injunction was given to a certain people at a cer- 
tain time, in preparation for a specific visit of Paul’s, 
and in order to raise a certain fund for a single definite 
object. The need for that particular fund is past ; 
we are not collecting, just now, for the saints at Je- 
rusalem ; we are not expecting a visit from Paul. 
Therefore that particular advice would seem to have 
no more bearing on our present duty than did Christ's 
order to two of the disciples to get a colt on which he 
might enter Jerusalem. But if we are looking to the 
passage for the principle it contains, that principle 
would seem to be that our offerings, or collections, 
should consist of a definite proportion of our income, 
and that such offerings should be made regularly, and 
very fittingly at a time of special religious service. 


x 


Are Our Bible-Margins Misleading 
in Their Chronology ? 

There is a healthy spirit of accuracy abroad to- 
day among students of the Bible, and the rank and 
file of readers of the English Bible are showing plainly 
their purpose to get as close as they can to a correct 
anderstanding of the Word of God as inspired men 
received it. Here comes an Ohio reader, for exam- 
ple, with a protest that would seem to be justified, 
concerning the scheme of man-reckoned chronology 
that most Bibles use. He writes : 


How long are we going to sow the seeds of unbelief in the 
minds of our children by printing in the margins of our Bibles 
a chronology that is ha and misleading? ‘It is in the 
Bible,"’ says my honest boy, “‘ that Adam was created 4,004 
years before Christ ; and my school history traces back the 
dynasties of Egypt for 4800 years B.C. “Yes,” I tell him, 
**Ussher’s chronology is in the Bible, but so far as it is false 
it has no right to be there.’’ From the time of Abraham 
downward it is approximately correct, but prior to the time of 
Abraham it is not correct. There are gaps in the lists of 
patriarchs, as has been clearly shown by Dr. W. H, Green; 
so that it is exegetically impossible to construct a chronology 
for this period. If research should show that the human race 
is ten thousand years old, there is nothing in the Bible to the 


contrary. It is important for teachers and pupils alike to 


know this, 

So far as any scheme of chronology is used in Eng- 
Ussher s. 
Correspondence with various Bible publishers. con- 
firms this statement. The Ussher chronology is used 
in Bibles in the King James, or Authorized, Version, as 
still published by Thomas Nelson & Sons, the Ameri- 
can Baptist Publication Society, the National Publish- 
ing Company, and.A. J. Holman & Company. Mr. 
Henry Frowde writes for the Oxford University Press 
that Ussher’s marginal dates are used in nearly all of 
their reference Bibles. But the American Bible 
Society has taken commendably progressive ground, 
as shown by its statement that ‘the chronological 
indications were removed from the Bibles of this 
Society some ten or twelve years ago and no dates at 
present appear in any of our Bibles.’ The Nelsons, 
moreover, do not use Ussher’s chronology in the 
American Standard Revision, and the Baptist Society 
employs no chronology in a great many editions of the 
Bible that it issues. 

There is practically universal agreement among the 
reverent Bible scholars of to-day that Ussher’s chro- 
nology is not to be accepted for the early ages of man’s 
history. ‘Those who would look into the subject more 
fully will find a most interesting and helpful popular 
discussion of the mazes of the Bible’s time-puzzles in 
a booklet by Professor Willis J. Beecher, ‘* Chro- 
nology in the Bible *’ (The Sunday School Times Co., 
25 cents). In that booklet Professor Beecher says of 
Ussher : 

‘«The dates found in the margins of most Bibles 
are mainly those adopted by Archbishop Ussher, 
published about A.D. 1650. For the times after 
Solomon this chronology is mostly accurate except in 
two particulars, First, Ussher does not always dis- 
tinguish between years as calendar units and years as 
measures of time. Second, he held that it was just 
one thousand years from the dedication of the temple 
to the birth of Christ. He found that the biblical 
data as they stand make it a thousand and seven 
years. So he dropped the interregnum of eleven 
years before Uzziah, and added four years, one at a 
time, between Uzziah and the burning of the temple. 
Of course he found reasons that seemed to him plausi- 
ble for treating the numbers in this way.” 

It is not likely that we shall ever have a practicable 
working . chronology for the oldest portions of Scrip- ; 
ture. Therefore the omitting of any attempt at a 
chronological scheme from the margins of our Bibles 
would seem to be the part of wisdom. 
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How May We Know God’s Will for Us ? 


By R. A. Torrey, D.D. 
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| HAVE met a great many who are trying to lead a 
Christian life and who are much troubled over the 
question of guidance. They wish to do the will 
of God in all things, but what puzzles them is to tell 
what the will of God may be in every case. When 
any one stgrts out with the determination to obey God 
in everything and to be led by the Holy Spirit, Satan 
seeks to trouble him by perplexing him as to what 
the will of God is. In this way many a conscientious 
young Christian gets into a very morbid and unhappy 
state of mind, fearing that he has disobeyed God and 
has lost his favor. This is one of the most frequent 
devices of the Devil to keep Christians from being 
cheerful. 

How may we know the will of God ? 

First of all, let me say that a true Christian life is 
not a life governed by a great lot of rules about what 
one shall eat, and what one shall drink, and what one 
shall do, and what one shall not do. A life governed 
by a lot of rules is a life of bondage. One is sure, 
sooner or later, to break some of these man-made 
rules, and to get into condemnation. Paul tells us in 
Romans 8 : 15, ‘‘ Ye received not the spirit of bond- 
age again to fear ; but ye received the spirit of adopt- 
ion [placing us a son], whereby we cry, Abba, Father.’ 
The true Christian life is the life of a trusting, glad, 
fear-free child ; not led by rules, but led by the per- 
sonal guidance of the Holy Spirit who dwells within 
us. ‘*As many as are led by the Spirit of God, these 
are the sons of God'’ (Rom. 8:14) If you have 
received the Holy Spirit, he dwells within you, and 
is ready to lead you at every turn of life. A life 
governed by a multitude of rules is a life of bondage 
and anxiety. A life surrendered to the control of the 
Holy Spirit is a life of joy and peace and freedom. 
There is no anxiety in such a life, there is no fear 
in the presence of God. We trust God and rejoice 
in his presence just as a true child trusts his earthly 
father and rejoices in his presence. If we make a 
mistake at any point, even if we disobey God, we go 
and tell-him all about it as trustfully as a child, and 
know that he forgives us and that we are restored at 
once to his full favor (1 John 1 : 9). 

But how can we tell the Holy Spirit's guidance, 
that we may obey him, and thus have God's favor at 
every turn of life? This question is answered in 
James 1 : 5-7, Revised Version, ‘‘ But if any of you 
lacketh wisdom, let him ask of God, who giveth to all 
liberally and upbraideth not ; and it shall be given 
him. But let him ask in faith, nothing doubting : for 
he that doubteth is like the surge of the sea driven 
by the wind and tossed, For let not that man think 
that he shall receive anything of the Lord.’’ This is 
very simple. It includes five points : 

(1) That you recognize your own ignorance and 
your own inability to guide your own life—that you 
lack wisdom. 

(2) The surrender of your will to God, and a real 
desire to be led by him. 

(3) Definite prayer to him for guidance. 

(4) Confident expectation that God will guide you. 
You ‘‘ask in faith, nothing doubting.’’ 

(5) That you follow, step by step, as he guides. 
God may only show you a step at a time. That is 
enough. All you need to know is the next step. It 
is here that many make a mistake. They wish.God 
to show them the whole way before they take the first 
step. A university student once came to me over the 
question of guidance. He said, ‘‘I cannot find out 
the will of God. I have been praying, but God does 
not show me his will.’’ This was in the month of 
July. 

I said, ‘«‘ About what is it that you are seeking to 
know the will of God ?"’ 

‘* About what I should do next summer."’ 

‘«Do you know what you ought to do to-morrow ?"’ 
I asked. 

+s Yes.”” 

‘*Do you not know what you ought to do next 
autumn ?"’ 

‘* Yes ; finish my course. But what I want to know 
is what I ought to do when my university course is 
over.”’ 

He was soon led to see that all he needed to know 
for the present was what God had already shown him ; 
that when he did that, God would show him the next 
step. Do not worry about what you ought to do next 


week. Do what God shows you you ought to do to- 
day. Next week will take care of itself. Indeed, 
to-morrow will take care of itself. Obey the Spirit of 
God for to-day. ‘‘Be not therefore anxious for the 
morrow ; for the morrow will be anxious for the things 
of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof’’ 
(Matt. 6 : 34, Rev. Ver.). It is enough to live a day 
at a time, if we do our very best for that day. 

God's guidance is clear guidance, ‘‘God is light, 
and in him is no darkness at all’’ (1 John 1:5). Do 
not be anxious over obscure leadings. Do not let 
your soul be ruffled by the thought, ‘‘ Perhaps this 
obscure leading is what God wants me to do.’’ Ob- 
scure leadings are not divine leadings. God's path 
is as clear as day. Satan’s path is full of obscurity 
and uncertainty and anxiety and questioning. If 
there comes some leading of which you are not quite 
sure whether it is the will of God or not, simply go 
to your Heavenly Father and say, ‘*‘ Heavenly Father, 
I desire to know thy will. I will do thy will if thou 
wilt make it clear. But thou art light, and in thee is 
no darkness at all. If this is thy will, make it clear 
as day and I will do it.’"". Then wait quietly upon 
God, and do not act until God makes it clear; but 
the moment it is made clear, act at once. 

The whole secret of guidance is an absolutely sur- 
rendered will, a will that is given up to God and 
ready to obey him at any cost. Many of our uncer- 
tainties about God's guidance are simply because we 
are not really willing to do what God is really guiding 
us to do. We are tempted to say, ‘‘I cannot find 
out what God's will is," when the real trouble is we 
have found out his will and it is something we do not 
wish to do, and we are trying to make ourselves think 
that God wants us to do something else. 

All supposed leadings of God should be tested by 
the Word of God. The Bible is God’s revealed will. 
Any leading that contradicts the plain teaching of the 
Bible is certainly not the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
The Holy Spirit does not contradict himself. A man 
once came to me and said that God was leading him 
to marry a certain woman. He said that she was a 
very devoted Christian woman, and that they had 
been greatly drawn towards one another, and they 
felt that God was leading them to be married. But I 
said to the man, ‘‘ You already have a wife.’’ ‘‘ Yes,’’ 
he said, ‘* but we have never lived happily, and we 
have not lived together for years.’’ <‘‘But,’’ I re- 
plied, ‘‘that does not alter the case. God in his 
Word has told us distinctly the duty of the husband 
to the wife, and how wrong it is in his sight for a hus- 
band to divorce his wife and marry another.’’ ‘* Yes,’’ 
said the man, ‘‘ but the Holy Spirit is leading us to 
one another.’’ I indignantly replied, ‘‘ Whatever 
spirit is leading you to marry one another, it is cer- 
tainly not the Holy Spirit, but the spirit of the evil 
one. The Holy Spirit never leads any one to disobey 
the Word of God."’ 

In seeking to know the guidance of the Spirit always 
search the Scriptures, study them prayerfully. Do not 
make a book of magic out of the Bible. Do not ask 
God to show you his will, and then open your Bible at 
random and put your finger upon some text and take 
it out of its connection, without any relation to its real 
meaning, and decide the will of God in that way. 
This is an irreverent and improper use of Scripture. 
You may open your Bible at just the right place to 
find right guidance, but if you do, it will not be by 
some fanciful interpretation of the passage you find. 
It will be by taking the passage in its context and in- 
terpreting it to mean just what it says as seen in its 
context. All sorts of mischief has arisen from using 
the Bible in this perverse way. I once knew an ear- 
nest Christian woman who was somewhat concerned 
about the predictions made by a false prophetess that 
Chicago was to be destroyed on a certain day. She 
opened her Bible at random. It opened to the twelfth 
chapter of Ezekiel, ‘Son of man, eat thy bread with 
quaking, and drink thy. water with trembling and with 
fearfulness. . ...And the cities that are inhabited shall 
be laid waste, and the land shall be a desolation’’ 
(Ezek. 12 : 18-20).' Now this seemed to exactly fit 
the case, and the woman was considerably impressed, 
but if the verses had been studied in their connection, 
it would have been evident at once that God was not 
speaking about Chicago, and that they were not ap- 
plicable to Chicago. It was not an intelligent study 
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of the Word of God, and therefore led to a false con- 
clusion. 

To sum up, lead a life not governed by rules, but by 

the personal guidance of the Holy Spirit. Surrender 
your will absolutely to God. Whenever you are in 
doubt as to his guidance, go to him and ask him to show 
you his will, expect him to do it, follow step by step 
as he leads. Test all the leadings by the plain and 
simple teachings of the Bible. Live free from anxiety 
and worry lest in some unguarded moment you have 
not done the right thing. 
. After you have done what you think God led you to 
do, do not be always going back and wondering 
whether you did the right thing. You will get into a 
morbid state if you do. If you really wished to do 
God's will and sought his guidance, and did what you 
thought he guided you to do, you may .rest assured 
you did the right thing, no matter what the outcome 
has been, Satan is bound that we shall not be happy, 
cheerful Christians if he can prevent it, but God 
wishes us to be happy, cheerful, bright Christians 
every day and every hour. He does not wish us to 
brood but to rejoice (Phil. 4: 4). A most excellent 
Christian man came to me one Monday morning in 
great gloom over the failures of the work of the pre- 
ceding day. He said to me, ‘‘I made wretched work 
of teaching my Sunday-school class yesterday.'’ I 
said, ‘*Did you honestly seek wisdom from God be- 
fore you went to your class?’’ He said, «I did."’ I 
said, ‘*Did you expect to receive it?’’ He said, ‘I 
did."’ ‘*Then,’’ I said, ‘‘in the face of God's 
promise what right have you to doubt that God did 
give you wisdom ?’’ (James 1 : 5-7). His gloom dis- 
appeared and he looked up with a smile and said, ‘‘1 
had no right to doubt.’ 

Let us learn to trust God. Let us remember that if 
our wills are surrendered to him he is even more will- 
ing to guide us than we are to be guided. Let us 
trust that he does guide us at every step, and even 
though what we do does not turn out as we expected, 
let us never brood over it, but trust God. Let us walk 
in the light of simple trust in God. In this way we 
shall be glad and peaceful and strong and useful at 
every turn of life. 

PHILADELPHIA. 


7 
The Veteran 


By Pastor Charles Wagner 


HE crust of ice had long been broken on the slopes 
of the hill, and in the wide clefts the green was 
beginning to show: tender grass, spangled 

with translucent drops, profusion of hardy water-cress ; 
fresh smiling daisies, like little peasant girls in white 
aprons, on a Sunday morning. Among the bushes 
floated the perfume of invisible violets, rang the song 
of the blackbirds industriously constructing, with grass 
and moss, their clay-lined nests. 

Lower, toward the plain, the eye might behold the 
universal awakening. All the fruit-trees were clothed 
in white and pink. Everywhere, flowery masses, 
brilliant bursts of color, infinite processions, along 
which glittered sumptuously the unfurled banners of 
spring. 

Here, splendid cherry-trees, snow-white beneath 
the blue sky, an explosion of flowers in the sunshine. 
Further, pear-trees upbearing their immaculate pyra- 
mids, all musical with the murmur of bees. Young 
saplings proudly flaunted their first blossoming twigs. 
The wild-rose trees bowed their flower-starred arches ; 
the hawthorn wrapped herself in her bridal veil. 

Intoxicated by the pure air, with the light step of 
those led on by hope, I wandered in a dream of youth 
and beauty. Suddenly I came upon that which 
stopped me short. What I saw was so touching, so 
full of interest and significance, that I could not but 
yield to its fascination. 

And what then was it? This it was: 

An old, old apple-tree, bent, gnarled, deprived by 
some gale of nearly all his limbs, and retaining little 
more than a fragment of stump, with a wisp of twig, 
was standing there, beside the road. He looked just 
like a veteran ill-used by life, an invalid warming in 
the sunshine what was left of his limbs. Stern in as- 
pect, with time-darkened bark, he stood conspicuous 
amid the surrounding youth. But that was not what 
made him remarkable. Upon the solitary branch he 
had left, he held straight up in the air a bunch of 
blossoms. He decorated himself with it as with a 
plume, a cockade, appearing to make himself as tall 
as possible and add his note to the general concert. 

I was electrified by the sight. With tears of emo- 
tion in my eyes, I clapped my hands and cried aloud 


( Continued on page 196, second column \ 











THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


APRIL 13, 1907 


LESSON 4. APRIL 28. JOSEPH FAITHFUL IN PRISON 


Gen. 39 : 20 to 40: 15. (Read Gen. 39, 40.) Memory verses: 21, 22 


Golden Text: Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee the crown of life.—Rev. 2: 10 





COMMON VERSION 


20 And Joseph's master took him, and put 
him into the prison, a place where the king’s 
prisoners were bound : and he was there in 
the prison, 

21 J But the LorD was with Joseph, and 
shewed him mercy, and gave him favour in 
the sight of the keeper of the prison. 

22 And the keeper of the prison committed 
to Joseph's hand all the prisoners that were 
in the prison; and whatsoever they did there, 
he was the doer of it. 

23 The keeper of the prison looked not to 
any thing ¢hat was under his hand ; because 
the LORD was with him, and ¢hat which he 
did, the LORD made ## to prosper. 

40: 1 And it came to pass after these things, 
that the butler of the king of Egypt and his 
baker had offended their lord the king of 


t. 

S And Pharaoh was wroth against two of 
his officers, against the chief of the butlers, and 
against the chief of the bakers, 

3 And he put them in ward in the house of 
the captain of the guard, into the prison, the 
place where Joseph was bound. 

4 And the captain of the guard charged 
Joseph with them, and he served them: and 
they continued a season in ward. 

5 4 And they dreamed a dream both of 
them, each man his dream in one night, each 
man according to the interpretation of his 
dream, the butler and the baker of the king 
of Egypt, which were bound in the prison. 

6 Rnd Joseph came in unto them in the 
morning, and looked upon them, and, behold, 
they weve sad. 

7 And he asked Pharaoh's officers that were 


AMERICAN REVISION 


20 And Joseph’s master took him, and put 
him into the prison, the place where the 
king's prisoners were bound: and he was 
there in the prison. 21r But Jehovah was with 
Joseph, and showed kindness unto him, and 
gave him favor in the sight of the keeper of 
the prison. 22 And the keeper of the prison 
committed to Joseph’s hand all the prisoners 
that were in the prison ; and whatsoever they 
did there, he was the doer of it. 23 The 
keeper of the prison looked not to anything 
that was under his hand, because Jehovah was 
with him; and that which he did, Jehovah 
made it to prosper. 

40:1 And it came to pass after these things, 


that the butler of the king of Egypt and his 


baker offended their lord the king of Egypt. 
2 And Pharaoh was wroth against his two 
officers, against the chief of the butlers, and 
against the chief of the bakers. 3 And he put 
them in ward in the house of the captain of 
the guard, into the prison, the place where 
Joseph was bound. 4 And the captain of the 
guard charged Joseph with them, and he min- 
istered unto them: and they continued a sea- 
son in ward. 5 And they dreamed a dream 
both of them, each man his dream, in one 
night, each man according to the interpreta- 
tion of his dream, the butler and the baker of 
the king of Egypt, who were bound in the 
prison. 6 And Joseph came in unto them in 
the morning, and saw them, and, behold, they 
were sad. 7 And he asked Pharach's officers 
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with him in the ward of his lord's house, say- 
ing, Wherefore look ye so sadly to day ? 

8 And they said unto him, We have dreamed 
a dream, and there is no interpreter of it. 
And Joseph said unto them, Do not interpre- 
tations delong to God? tell me ¢hem, I pray 
you. 
9 And the chief butler told his dream to 
Joseph, and said to him, In my dream, be- 
hold, a vine was before me 3 

to And in the vine were three branches : 
and it was as though it budded, and her blos- 
soms shot forth; and the clusters thereof 
brought forth ripe $ 

1r And Pharaoh’s cup was in my hand: 
and I took the grapes, and pressed them into 
Pharaoh's cup, and I gave the cup into Pha- 
taoh’'s hand. 

12 And Joseph said unto him, This és the. 
interpretation of it: The three branches are 
three days : 

13 Yet within three days shall Pharaoh lift 
- thine head, and restore thee unto thy 
place ; and thou shalt deliver Pharaoh's cup 
into his hand, after the former manner when 
thou wast his butler. 

14 But think on me when it shall be well 
with thee, and shew kindness, I pray thee, 
unto me, and make mention of me unto Pha- 
raoh, and bring me out of this house : 

15 For indeed I was stolen away out of the 
land of the Hebrews: and here also have I 
done nothing that they should put me into 
the dungeon. 


The American Revision copyright, 
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that were with him in ward in his master’s 
house, saying, Wherefore look ye so sad to- 
day? 8 And they said unto him, We have 
dreamed a dream, and there is none that can 
interpret it. And Joseph said unto them, Do 
not interpretations belong to God ? tell it me, 
I pray you. 

g And the chief butler told his dream to 
Joseph, and said to him, In my dream, be- 
hold, a vine was before me; 10 and in the 
vine were three branches: and it was as 
though it budded, and its blossoms shot forth ; 
and the clusters thereof brought forth ripe 
grapes: rx and Pharaoh’s cup was in my 
hand; and I took the grapes, and pressed 
them into Pharaoh's cup, and I gave the cup 
into Pharaoh’s hand. 12 And Joseph said 
unto him, This is the interpretation of it: the 
three branches are three days; 13 within yet 
three days shall Pharaoh lift up thy head, and 
restore thee unto thine office : and thou shalt 
give Pharaoh's cup into his hand, after the 
former manner when thou wast his butler. 
14 But have me in thy remembrance when it 
shall be well with thee, and show kindness, I 
pray thee, unto me, and make mention of me 
unto Pharaoh, and bring me out of this house : 
15 for indeed I was stolen away out of the land 
of the Hebrews: and here also have I done 
nothing that they should put me into the dun- 
geon. 


1991, by Thomas Nelson and Sons. 


The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


T’S a fine thing to be lucky, isn’t it? Lots of boys 
and girls, and young fellows in business, and 
even a good. many older folks, will tell you so. 
When a person is born lucky, nothing can stop him. 
And a os pull, is the reason why most folks at 
the head of things are where they are,—according to 
the common talk. Ask the average young man in 
business about the president of his company. ‘Oh, 
he’s a figurehead ; just put there because of his pull,” 
is the frequent answer. It was made to me this 
week by a college graduate who is dissatisfied with 
his ‘‘job” in a large ——- because there’s ‘‘ no 
opportunity to get ahead rapidly.” 

oseph Was lucky, by these standards. Just see: 
a ull " with his father at the start, specially fine 
clothes to wear, dreams that foretold his sure luck, 
falling into the hands of a man in Egypt who took a 
fancy to him and pushed him right to the front, and 
Snally,—next week’s lesson shows that a fellow as 
lucky as that couldn’t lose if he tried. If ever there 
was a man born lucky, it was Joseph. 

But bad luck is a fatal handicap, according to these 
same authorities. It’s only their hard luck that keeps 
the average young fellows, who are lost in the multi- 
tude of commonplace workers, out of sitions of 
prominence and responsibility and wealth, they will 
tell you. When once bad luck has singled out a 
man for its victim, he might as well quit trying. 
Tell them a little of — life, without mention- 
ing the name or the final outcome, and they would 
claim him at once as a case in point. He had a good 
start,—better than the average, but he couldn’t win 
with luck against him. Even after his hard luck had 
begun, with the pit episode, he would have escaped 
from that pit if he had any kind of luck, but as 
chance would have it, along came the Ishmaelites 
just,then and gave him another set-back. And then, 
with things seemingly in his favor for a while with 
Potiphar down in Egypt, out crops his hard luck 
again in the unjust imprisonment. What’s the use 
of trying, with luck as dead against you as that? 

* * * * * 


Let your class have both sides of the case, in some 
such way as that, and ask them squarely if it would 
not be possible to make Joseph a pretty good argu- 
ment for either good luck or bad luck, if one is think- 
ing —, about luck. Just there lies the whole 
trouble. ‘o the one who gives “luck” amy place in 
life as a real factor, everything is luck, and every- 
thing can be explained by luck. Of course, most of 
the purpose and zest in life is destroyed for such a 
one: the most that:‘he can dois to hope for luck, or 
grumble and ‘‘knock” at his hard luck. Here is one 
of the strongest arguments. against cards and bet- 
ting. -They tend to give chance too much emphasis 
for healthy living. - 


Now ask the class to sweep the whole absurd and 
cowardly talk about ‘‘luck” aside, and to study Jo- 
seph’s case intelligently. Both last week and this 
week we have to do with incidents that seem decid- 
edly against him. Were they? Is anything that 
happens to a man while he is doing his duty against 
him? Can anything of that sort keep him down per- 
manently if he refuses to let it? How can he refuse 
to let it? 

Take a moment with the eimpee of Joseph’s make- 
up that the first six verses of Genesis 39 give, when 
he was in favor with Potiphar. Why was he in favor 
with Potiphar? Was Joseph’s success then simply 





The Mystery Box 


A Correction.—In the Mystery Box on the Temper- 
ance Lesson of March 24, two questions, numbers 3 
and 7, referred to statements which were not to be 
found in the Lesson Helps of that issue, The pub- 
lishing of those two questions was an error, and they 
should not be taken into account in any one’s record 
of Mystery-Box work. In other words, one’s record 
for that week is to be counted perfect if all the ques- 
tions but 3 and 7 were correctly answered. 








Occasionally the answers to questions asked here 
will be found in the lesson text or elsewhere in the 
Bible.. Answers to all the other questions can be 
found in the lesson articles, or in the italic sen- 
tences between articles, in this issue. 


1, About how long before the time of Jesus did 
this occur ? 
2. What, in prison, showed Joseph’s interest in 
others ? 
3. Why was Dr. Sheldon Jackson put in jail? 
4. What is our best fitting for the great things? 
5. How did Lincoln tell a reprieved soldier that 
he could pay his bill ? 
6. In what passage of a New Testament epistle 
can we find the chief lesson of the story of Joseph? 
7. Who helps himself most ? 
8. What incident in this lesson shows Joseph’s 
special dependence upon God ? 
9g. What did David Livingstone say about not 
fretting ? 
10, What does ads i/ tajjar mean? 
11. What fact gave Joseph a special interest in 
the dreams of his fellow-prisoners, ? 
12. How long may Joseph have been. jn prison ? 
13. What reasons might Joseph: have given for 
being an anarchist ? 
14. What had Joseph in prison that outweighed 
all his trouble ? fll 
15. In what was one secret of Joseph’s rapid rise ? 











because ‘‘ Jehovah was with him” as Jehovah would 
not be with you or me? Or was Jehovah ‘ with 
him” because of the kind of fellow he was proving to 
be? What kind of men is Jehovah with” day by 
day? Can God help a man yey effectively who 
won't help God, or himself, or his fellows ? 

But now he is in prison, and why? Look at Mr. 


Ridgway’s description (first paragraph) of Joseph’s : 


college education. It makes one’s blood tingle,—not 
with the injustice of it, but with the joy, the exhilara- 
tion, of such a test. Schooling: that is what this 
lesson is about. The kind of schooling that fools and 
cowards call ‘‘hard luck.” The kind of schooling 
that makes heroes and rulers of men who are not 
fools or cowards,—yes, and that saves many a man 
from being the weakling that he would have been 
but for such schooling. This school is open to all the 
world, in one form or another. It is notelective. But 
we can choose how we shall take it, and what we 
shall do with it. 

Get your pupils to point out everything in this les- 
son that shows how Joseph took his schooling. Here 
are some of the lesson-writers’ comments on this: 


Why Joseph kept on doing right, even when unjustly in 
prison (Beecher, on v, 20). 

Why Jehovah gave Joseph favor (Beecher, on v. 21). 

Why Joseph was put in control (Beecher, on v. 23; 
Foster, 4). 

How Jehovah made Joseph's actions to prosper (Beecher, 
on v. 23). 

Joseph’s commendable interest in other people (Beecher, 
on v. 7). 
Joseph ‘‘ isn’t taken up with telling these men the great 
injustice Hone him ’’ (Gordon, 7). 


And what have we to learn from this chapter in 
Joseph's life ? 


He was ‘‘ imprisoned for his fine sense of honor.’? So 
we must expect right-doing to be hard, and to be rewarded 
often by injustice and enmity. Why that is so is told by 
Mr. Gordon in his second and third paragraphs, 

But for the Joseph-spirit there would be no missionaries 
(Pierson). 

We must be willing to work out God’s plan without 
understanding it (Third Illustration). 

Joseph’s rule for work seems to have been in accord- 
ance with Carnegie’s advice (fifth Illustration), and with 
Booker Washington’s entrance examination (sixth Illustra- 
tion). 

ie does not matter where you are, but what you are’’ 
(Gordon, 5). 

‘To make one’s self indispensable to others is to possess 
power ’’ (Dunning, 3). 

To endure hardship and not break is to enable God to 


_ use us (Dunning, last). 


.. A,series of misadventures is intended to develop us (San- 
ders, &). 


The first stanza of Dr. Babcock’s verses ‘‘ School 





( 
th 


tr 


T= 


DD A244 er e 4 CLP PP wf@ A206 +s eo oO Re 


— 

















Joseph? 


LESSON FOR APRIL 28 (Gen. 39 : 20 to 40: 15) 


Days" makes a good closing thought, to take home - 


and memorize: 


** Lord, let me make this rule, 
To think of life as school, 
And try my best 
To stand each test, 
And do my work, 
_And nothing shirk.” 


Light-Gleams from the Lesson-Writers 


(The numerals refer to paragraphs in the lesson articles in this issue.) 


A man who combines personal agreeableness with the 
ability to do things is apt to find that things come his way 
(Beecher, 3d paragraph under * Persons ’’). 

Perhaps Potiphar was Joseph’s friend throughout 
(ILowie, 1). 

Oriental prisons for gentlemen (Howie, 2). 

Are Chinese converts steadfast ? (Pierson, 2.) 

Persecution is a sign that the Devil is being disturbed 
(Pierson, 3). 

A prison may offer a better opportunty for preaching 
than the pulpit (Pierson, 4). 

What keeps men clean in the midst of temptation ? (Illus- 
trations, 4.) 

The Joseph-lesson in the New Testament (Dunning, 1). 

How and why Joseph’s ‘‘ luck ’’ continued (Dunning, 5). 

Searching questions fordisscussion are found in the 
third section of Professor Sanders’ article. 

PHILADELPHIA. 

= 


The life that ever looks up can never be held down, 
‘=p? 


Difficult Points Explained 
By Professor Willis J. Beecher, D.D., LL.D. 
How to Locate this Lesson 


IME. — Joseph’s imprisonment extended over 
several years, terminating when he was thirty 
years old (Gen. 41 : 46). The principal incident 

of the lesson was two years (Gen. 41 : 1) earlier. Say 
about B.C. 1725. 
Place.—A prison in Egypt. 
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Persons.— Joseph, Potiphar, who is a high official of 
Egypt, the keeper of the prison, and the prisoners, 
especially two important men, the heads of the wine 
department and of the baking department in the 
king’s household. 

The account of the incident of the last lesson closes 
by telling how Jacob was led to infer that Joseph had 
been killed by wild beasts, and how he mourned 
‘‘many days,” refusing to be comforted. Its last 
graphic sentence is partly obscured in the English 
versions: ‘*And his father wept for him, and mean- 
while the Medanites had sold him into Egypt to Po- 
tiphar, Pharaoh’s officer, the captain of the guards.” 

Joseph wasted no time in vain regrets for his mis- 
fortunes. “He had brains and business ability, and 
personal beauty and charm, and his being a slave 
did not cut off his opportunity for using his gifts. In- 
deed, they had ae scope in the capital of Egypt 
than in the tent life in Canaan. He courageously set 
himself to doing his best. As he grew to manhood 
he continued to be a person whom every one liked. A 
young man who combines personal agreeableness 
with the ability to do things is apt to find that things 
come his way. For some years there seemed to be no 
limit to Joseph’s success. 

Some have drawn the inference that he forgot his 
old father, and the family in Palestine. If he did he 
was no more inconsiderate than many other young 
men during the time when they are eagerly absorbed 
in their first experiences in- winning battles. . But 
what reason is there for: this inference in the ease.of 
Why should we doubt that-he at,.once put 


‘had the Teacher all to himself. 
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himself in the way of hearing the news from home, 


- with the intention of communicating with his family 
- whenever that should be the kindest thing to do? In 


the situation, premature communication would have 
been full of evil results, and would have made Jacob’s 
cup more bitter. 4 


Light on Puzzling Passages 


_ Verse 20.—Joseph's master... put him into the 
prison: Not for crime or insubordination, but for 
possessing and following a fine sense of honor. Under 
such treatment many a person has said: ‘‘ This is 
what one gets for being true, and I will try it no 
longer.” Vecesh did not make this mistake. With 
him right-doing was a matter of principle, and not of 
experiment. 

ferses 21-23.—/ehovah was with 
vah manifeste:l his presence by strengthening Joseph 
for right and wise conduct.—Gave him favor: As 
the result of Joseph’s deserving favor.— Whatsoever 
they did there, he was the doer: \n prison or out, 
the man who is competent comes to be the man who 
has control.— Made it to prosper : Mainly by the pro- 
cess of leading Joseph to do it well. 

Chapter 40 : 1-4.—A season: Possibly a year, from 
one royal birthday to another (Gen. 40: 20); at all 
events, long enough for them and Joseph to become 
well acquainted. 
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oseph: Jeho- . 
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Verses 5-8.—The formal details and repetitions sug- 
gest that the author is following an official document, 
—Wherefore look ye so sad? Joseph had the com- 
mendable habit of taking and showing an interest in 

ople.—Do not interpretations belong to God? 

oubtless Joseph had diligently studied what Egyp- 
tian science had to say concerning the significance of 
dreams. He knew that even an Egyptian expert, had 
one been accessible, would have made his interpreta- 
tion subject to providential variations. Most of us are 
accustomed to think of Joseph’s foresight in the mat- 
ter as miraculous, but does the narrative necessarily 
imply this? The dreams may have been due in part 
to the waking thoughts of men in view,of Pharaoh's 
approaching birthday. How far can Joseph's inter- 
ae be accounted for by the hypothesis that he 

new what was going on, and had sagacity in antici- 
pating the outcome ? 

Verses 14-15.—Though Joseph tmaintains his high 
ideals in the face of misfortunes, he misses no op- 
portunity for attempting to escape.—A/ake mention 
of me unto Pharaoh: Joseph is sure of the merits of 
his case. All that he asks fcr is a hearing. 
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Fidelity in the littles is fitting for the great 
thing's. 
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The University of Arabia 


By S. D. 


HERE seems to be an evil influence at work 
against Joseph. His troubles are piling up. 
He is a forced exile, among strangers, and 
worse yet, a slave, and worst yet, a slave through his 
own brothers. Bitter memories are hurting his heart 
while the chains hurt his body. But things pile up 
still more. He is vilely slandered in the very matter 
where he had been so finely pure, his reputation is 
under a cloud—indeed it is gone, he is discredited by 
the man whom he had served so faithfully, and to 
whom he had been so honorably true. He is in a 
dungeon hole, with the heavy chains cutting into his 
flesh. And all this seems to have come through his 
steadfast purpose to be right, true, and pure. What 
happened to him is in sharpest contrast with his 
purpose. 

The way of the transgressor is said to be hard, but 
the way of the man who insists on —, good seems to 
be hard, too. How is it explained ? Simply by this, 
that aggressive goodness stirs up the opposite. And 
real goodness zs aggressive. Sharp contrast brings 
out the strongest qualities on each side. The man 
who is not won by goodness resists it and fights it. 
Under all an evil force is at work. The substratum 
of evil is devil. He drops a letter as he come to the 
surface. The devil is.aggressive. He forces the 
fighting. The man bent on being good and pure 
will always find a network of opposition to be re- 
sisted. e need not seek personal hardship as the 
old monks did. It will seek him. 

Goodness resisted brings out badness. It was 
through Jesus’ presence on the earth that sin found 
its worst expression in a cross, The way of the 
transgressor and of the good man are both hard, but 
with a difference. The bad man’s way grows hard 
at the latter end, with a down slant, and the hardest 
at the last. The good man’s at the start with an up- 
ward slant, an easy conscience, a smile from above 
as a cushion, and, finally, a throne instead of a prison. 
But he who would always ring true will experience 
some hard knocks. Goodness with its native vigor, 
and purity with its horror of defilement, however 
tactful their possessor may be, will arouse that which 
will hurt some for a while. But if the bell have good 
metal it will ring all the clearer and truer when hard 
knocks come, 

Joseph had something in prison that sheer out- 
weighed all his troubles. It was something that 
neither his brothers, nor his owner, nor the great 
Pharaoh had—the presence of a pleased God. He 
and God were on good terms. There was no cloud 
between them. That proved a soft padding for the 
chains many a time; it eased the bitter memories 
and the pain.. Better a prison with God alongside, 
a seven-times-heated furnace with the form of the 
Fourth, an eating thorn-point with the wondrous 
Presence, fastened feet at midnight with a singing 
heart, cruel stones with the face of Jesus through an 
opened heaven, aye, a cross with the voice out of the 
sky, than anything. the world might give, but with- 
out such sanehe of God’s pleased approval. 

Joseph was getting a course in the university ie 
Arabia. This prison became a schoolroom. e 
was taught by the head Instructor. 
class work. 


There was no 
t was all individual instruction: He 
A man’s spirit de- 
cides the character of the-place where he is.- - To his 
owner and to that owner's evil wife this was a prison. 
To Joseph it was‘a sanctuary because ef the presence 


Gordon 


of God. It was a great university hall because of 
the training he was getting. Where the king sits is 
the head of the table. Where the student is is a uni- 
versity. Where the God-swayed man is is the throne 
room of the King himself. It does not matter where 
you are, but what you are. A palace may be a 
prison. A prison may become a sounding-board to 
take a message to all the world, as with Paul and 
Bunyan. Happy the man who can make of a work- 
shop a sanctuary, of a commonplace round a univer- 
sity course, of the surroundings that seem like a 
prison the presence-chamber of God. 

God is ambitious that his children get a thorough 
education. Every man he has used has had a course 
in the university of Arabia, a wilderness training. 
Joseph, Moses, Elijah, John the herald, Paul, Bun- 
yan, Morrison, Judson, even the divine Son himself 
in the days of his humanity—these are a few of the 
distinguished graduates. But the fees are large, the 
course severely high, the discipline exacting, and 
many don’t keep up (I don’t say ‘‘can’t") but drop 
out. The marked results are broad perspective, 
steady nerves, keen eyesight and insight, skill to sift 
through the mass of details to the few essentials, and 
tender-heartedness for sufferers. ‘There come utter 
dependence upon God, utter independence of man, 
childlike simplicity, warm sympathy, and deep hu- 
mility. But the highest degree goes to patience, the 
rarest trait of all, most Godlike, hardest and longest 
to acquire—P, D., doctor of patience, both practitioner 
and teacher. It was along course for Joseph. It is 
apt to be long. God has no short cuts in training. 
Probably the discipline hurt him a good bit. fe 
usually does. Itis hard sometimes not to chafe under 
it. But chafing makes sore skin and slower results. 
A man needs to keep tight hold of the Teacher's 
hand, and always stay close‘up to him, That holds 
you steady under any strain. 

Sweet, unselfish sympathy with others had come 
to this young Hebrew in his exile. And that alone 
was worth the experience he was passing through. 
Nothing is so much needed to-day as self-forgetting 
sympathy, sympathy with the crowd. It isa needy 
world we arein. It is most open on its heart-side. 
There is everywhere a feeling that every man is con- 
trolled by selfish desires only, especially in politics and 
business, It never ceases to be remarkable how men 
will love and trust to the full the man whom the - 
lieve to be wholly unselfish in his efforts to hate. 
The prison taught Joseph a fellow-feeling with others. 
Had he been embittered by his hard experiences he 
would not have seen the sad faces nor felt any warm 
response within. His faith in God saved him from 
bitterness. Some of us might profitably go to school 
to Joseph in that. He isn’t taken up with telling 
these men the great injusticedone him. That is left to 
God (Psa. 37:5, 6). He is absorbed with helping others. 
His tender heart quickly detects the sadness in these 
distinguished prisoners under his care. His kindly 

uestion opens the way at once into their hearts, then 
their confidences, eventually into the king’s presence, 
and to possession of the king’s signet ring. Love is 
the touch-stone of a true life. It reveals to one’s fel- 
lows the disinterested desire to help. It reveals to 
God the man he can use and trust. It opens doors 
that otherwise never open, prison doors out and 
‘palace doors in. Service makes doors into hearts and 
into a world. - Every door opens to love. 
+ -MAbison, N> J: 

















66 ND Josgern’s MasTeR TOOK Him, AND puT Him 

INTO THE PRISON, THE PLACE WHERE THE 

Kinc’s PRISONERS WERE BOUND” (vy. 20). 
There are persons living about me who have seen 
blood flow freely as the result of the crime that was 
charged against Joseph, and I know of domestic dis- 
asters which followed upon mere suspicion of such 
crimes. In this light I can understand the em- 
phatic statement of an Oriental student: ‘It is m 
strong conviction (and it grows stronger) that Poti- 
phar believed that his wife lied, and believed no 
evil of Joseph, otherwise he would have done some- 
thing other than put Joseph among the king's pris- 
oners, gentlemen who were not criminals, but who 
might at any moment become again very high in 
royal favor, as was the case of the cupbearer of this 
lesson (Gen. 40 : 21). 

‘* AND HE PUT THEM IN WARD IN THE HOUSE OF THE 
CAPTAIN OF THE GUARD” (vs. 2, 3). In the larger 
cities there is a place of confinement called hads 7/ 
tajjar, literally, ‘‘ the prison of merchants,” but really 
it means the prison of gentlemen. The prisoners in 
such a place are waited upon by their own servants 
and friends and others who need their influence or 
money. The jailer, believing in their eventual re- 
lease and restoration, is ready to show them courtesy, 
and to place the Josephs under his care at their dis- 
posal. 


SHWEIR, Mr. LEBANON, SyRIA. 
b 4 


There are no depths too great for the ladder of 
Divine love. 
tp) 


The Busy Man’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


ND Joseph's master took him,and put him into the 
prison (v. 20). Inlast lesson we saw Joseph en- 
--»- tering college. His education went right on. 
Marketplace, a choice young slave onthe block. Pur- 
chased by Lord Potiphar. A course in the arts and 
life of a great nation. Gets it, too, at close range in 
a splendid household. Takes his ‘‘examination” at 
the hands of Lady Potiphar! Passes—with honor!! 
And wins a scholarship—in jail!!! Almost ripe now 
for God’s use, What do you think of it all? When 
1 are having your ‘‘toughest hard luck times,” 
ow do you know God is not sending you to school ? 
(Rom. 5 : 3; Heb. 12: 5, 6.) This summer read Kip- 
ling’s ‘‘ Captains Courageous.” 


But Jehovah was with Joseph (v. 21). Don’t reckon 
joseph had any doubt about that later in his palace. 

ut now? How.is it with you, are you as sure of 
Him in storm as in sunshine? The Lord was there, 
and Joseph ought to have had a song in the night if 
he didn’t (Acts 16: 25). Stand by God and he stands 
by you (1 Pet. 3: 13, 14). When locked up in the 
jail of your hard circumstances, hear this (Isa. 41: 10). 
God has his own way with his ‘‘ boys,” I like the 
salt sea way (Acts 27 : 23). 


Jehovah made it to prosper (v. 23). Easy to pros- 

rin a hard place when the Lord is with you. Guess 

ord Potiphar had his suspicions and doubts and so 
tipped the keeper a hint. Keeper didn’t know he 
was helping the biggest man in Egypt. Wonder if 
Joseph gave him a good job afterwards? Honesty 
and ability command confidence even in jail. True 
worth like cream comes to the top downcellar. Even 
gare bosses like to have Christian men in the shop. 

ulless, Sabbath-breaking railroad corporations are 
spending thousands for Young Men’s Christian As- 
sociations. Why? Know God and prosperity are 
with the Christian (1 Tim. 4: 8). Just around this 
corner lies the solution of that ‘ servant-girl ques- 
tion,”—but then this is a ‘‘ boys” class, and, besides, 
the Editor doesn’t allow culinary matters to intrude 
in this column, 


Chief of the butlers... chief of the bakers (v. 2). 
Joseph's education goes right on, and we here meet 
two more professors. Nobles of the court this time. 
Kings of the earth are oy thin-skinned and easily 
offended. Not like our King who is longsuffering 
and will stand almost everything since he stands you 
—and me. At courts and in politics it is up to-day 
and down and out to-morrow. It hardly seems 
the right thing to advise Americans to keep out of 
| sapien but mag aq ever know any man improved 

y politics ? (1 Tim. 6:4, 5,6.) Didn’t know those 
verses describing political wrangling were there, did 

ou? You are one of the new young reformers, going 
in to purify things,—all right, here’s God-speed to 
you—but I tremble. 


And he put them in ward in... the place where 
Joseph was bound (v. 3). The ‘‘trusty” had to be 
taught all about the court, and the nobles new had 
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lots of time. God seems to prefer to educate his men 
in adversity. Rich men send their boys to fine col- 
leges to be nobodied in luxurious dormitories. Cap- 
tains of Industry and Masters of Commerce come up 
the Joseph route with very private lessons in hard 
places. Nobles of the land and a common jail serv- 
ant. Seem to have liked the boy. Besides, when 
High Ups fall down they are not so uppish! Go 
with the best when you can. To associate in any 
way with a man of parts is a liberal education. Jo- 
seph had a kind heart for them (v. 7). You wouldn't 
have cared much? Rather glad to see the “ High 
Rollers” pulled down a peg or two. Always _ 
thoughtful, kind and courteous to everybody. ever 
know what Toddlin’ Old Goose is going to lay your 

olden egg. That new ‘‘car recorder” the boys 

own at the railroad office gave such scant courtesy 
turned out to be the new superintendent Colonel 
Du Pont had here zucog learning the ropes. You 
never know (Heb. 13: 1, 2). 


But have me in thy remembrance when it shall be 
well with thee (v.14). Tom, read the twenty-third 
verse. How natural and home-like that sounds! 
How easy to forget the kindly serving Josephs! We 
forget the favors and hold the hurts. Let every 
fellow in the class think of, say, four people to whom 
he has done little kindnesses which they have for- 
gotten. Every handup! Now think of leur people 
who have done you little kindnesses. Where are the 
hands? There is only one we can depend upon (Psa. 


al 


The Illustration 
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40:17). When God prospers thee, and ‘it shall be 
well with thee,” what will thee do for thy poor rela- 
tions? A multi-millionaire died in an ocean of wealth 
and elegance in Philadelphia a few years ago, but a 
whole countryside took on a sneer. They knew his 
poor and respectable relations. When you get up, 
reach back and pull the other fellows up. Bepeslelly 
yourown kith and kin. Blood is thicker than water 
(1 Tim. 5: 8). When Mr, Carnegie became rich he re- 
membered all his relations, and even the old home 
ote of his boyhood in Scotland. We honor him 
or it. 


I have done nothing that they should put me into 
the dungeon (v. 15). How may of you can honestly 
say that? Is there any one present who has never 
stolen? Notone. You know the law—and also the 
rhyme, ‘‘’Tis a sin to steal a penny ora pin.” Take 
these references (Prov. 23: 7 ; Matt. 5: 28). Because 
Sherlock Holmes has not found you out makes no 
difference. I want you to get that self-righteousness 
out of you, and have you realize that you are as much 
of a sinner in the sight of God (and perhaps would be 
in the sight of man, too, if all were known) as the r 
fellows in the jails. You know what Paul said (1 
Tim. 1: 15). 

COATESVILLE, Pa, 


We can never be harmed except through our own 
hearts. 
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Round-Table 





LL readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this de- 
artment. One dollar is offered for every anecdotal 
esson illustration that can be used, and two dollars for 

the desé illustration used for each week's lesson. But note 
particularly the y eee | : 

Each separate illustration must be signed by the sender's 
name and address, and must state the source from which the 
illustration was taken. 

The number of manuscripts submitted by readers in this 
department is so large that it is not practicable to return un- 
available manuscripts. Do not enclose return postage, as no 
manuscripts can be returned. 

The dates on which illustrations are due is shown by this 
calendar. 


3. July oz.—The a Commandments—Duties Toward 


en (Exod 20: 12-17) ......-. Due April 20 
4. July 28.—The Golden Calf (Exod. 32 ; 1-8, 30-35) . “* April «7 
. August 4.—The Tabernacle (Exod. 40: 1-13, 34-38) . “ May 4 
z August 11.—The Sin of Nadab and Abibu (Lev. 10: 
ae are ee ee “ May 11 
. August 18.—The Day of Atonement (Lev. 16: 5-22). ‘“ May 18 
g August 25.—Israel Journeying to Canaan (Num. 10: 
CIES. 4. > 6-% 4 62 4s 0 “« May 25 
9. September r.—The Two Reports of the Spies (Num 
33 3 37905 935393) 2 ee ee eee “June 


Faithful Unto Death—Golden Text. 


E THOU faithful unto death, and Iwill give 
thee the crown of lifg (Golden Text). At the 
Nashville Convention of the Student Volunteer 

Movement, the Rev. W. M. Forrest, formerly of Cal- 
cutta, told of a young man he had met in India, who, 
after his conversion to Christianity, had been harshly 
treated and cruelly persecuted, his wife and little 
child taken from him, and his home closed upon him. 
Yet for seven years he had faithfully preached the 
gospel of Jesus until body and mind began to weaken 
and the light of reason began to waver. One night, 
altogether beside himself, he had gone out into the 
night, and Mr. Forrest followed him. There in the 
moonlight, beating his head against the earth, ac- 
cording tothe manner of the heathen, he found the 
young fellow, and the thought came to him, ‘‘Is it 
possible that in his frenzy he has gone back to the 
fem 4 of his old-time god?” ut on drawing 
closer he saw him lifting his clasped hands to the 
darkness, and with tears streaming down his cheeks, 
the choking words of his prayer were heard dis- 
tinctly, and this was his cry: ‘I have made Jesus 
King, I have made Jesus King.” There was a man 
faithful even unto the death.—7he Rev. Hugh T. 
Kerr, Hutchinson, Kansas. 


Pledged for Life—Golden Text. 


Faithful unto death (Golden Text). The story is 
told of Lincoln that when he reprieved William Scott, 
condemned to be shot for sleeping at his post, he 
said to him : ‘‘I am going to trust you, and send you 
back to your regiment. My bill for this is a very 
large one. I have left my work, and have come up 
here from Washington on ged account. There is 
only one man in all the world who can pay the bill, 
and his name is William Scott. If from this day 
William Scott does his duty, so that, if I were there 
when he comes to die, he could look mein the face as 
he does now, and say, ‘I have kept my promise, and 
have done my duty as a soldier,’ then the debt will be 

aid,. Will you make that promise, and try to keep 
it?” The promise was made and kept. The soldier 
lived a life of courageous helpfulness, and died while 
rescuing wounded men.—7Zhe Rev. john T. Faris, 
Philadelphia. 








Without Knowing the Meaning—vs. 20, 21. 


And he was there in the prison... . But Jehovah 
was with Joseph (vs. 20, 21). In the Memorial Hall 
at Harvard University are some beautiful sentences 
frescoed on the walls in Latin. But as the workmen 
painted them, they could only put the colors and let- 
ters as they were told, without understanding the 
wonderful meaning wrapped up in them. So we 
often write our lives in an unknown tongue ; we can 
only do as we are bidden, but in God’s good time 
there will be read out in some heavenly language a 
life-story we never dreamed of, full of glory and 
blessing.—Mrs. M. Watts, Clapham Park, London, 
Eug. From The Sunday School Chrontcée. 


Kept Clean from the Grime—v. 21, 
But Jehovah was with Joseph (v. 21). 








Dr. Cuyler 


_ says that once traveling through a coal mine district 


he noticed how dingy the town appeared. Coal dust 
was on everything, buildings, trees, and grass, But 
as he and the foreman were walking near the mine 
he saw a beautiful white flower, clean and pure as it 
could be. He said to the foreman, ‘‘ What care the 
owner must take of this little plant to keep it so free 
from dust and dirt!’ ‘‘Seehere,” said the foreman, 
and taking a handful of coal dust he threw it over 
the plant, but it immediately fell off leaving the plant 
as stainless as before. ‘‘It has an enamel,” he ex- 

lained,” which prevents the dust from clinging to 
it. I think it must be created for just such a place.” 
— is safe in the midst of his enemies; his life, 

is work, and his reputation are in the hands of God 
who has spread about him the white enamel of his 
geome © ag and love.—R. £. Hough, Corsicana, 
Texas. The prize for this week is awarded to this 
illustration. 


Carnegie’s Rule for Success—v. 22. 


And the keeper of the prison committed to Joseph's 
hand all the prisoners that were in the prison (v. 
22). Andrew Carnegie, in a recent address before a 
graduating class in New York gave some excellent 
advice to the young men on how to attain success in 
life. Among other good things, he said: ‘‘ There 
are several classes of young men, There are those 
who do not do all of their duty, there are those who 
gerne to do their duty, and there is a third class, 
ar better than the other two, that do their duty and 
a little more. There are many great pianists, but Pad- 
erewski is at the head because he does a little more 
than the others. There are hundreds of race-horses, 
but it is those who go a few seconds faster than the 
others that acquire renown. So it is in the sailing of 
yachts. It is the little more that wins. So it is with 
young and old men who do a little more than their 
duty. Noone can cheat a young man out of success 
in life. You young lads have begun well. Keep on. 
Don’t bother about the future. your duty and a 
little more, and the future will take care of itself.— 
Nelson A. Jackson, Keuka Park, N.Y. From The 
Ram's Horn. 


Booker Washington’s Entrance Examination—v. 22. 


The keeper of the prison committed to Joseph's 
hand all the prisoners (v. 22). Why? Because he 








was faithful in that which was least. Booker T. 
Washington tells how he was admitted to Hampton 
Institute. 


He had walked most of the way from his 
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home, and when he reached Hampton, he looked de- 
cidedly like a tramp. The head teacher did not 
know whether to admit him or not, but finally de- 
cided totest him. ‘‘ The recitation-room next door 
needs sweeping,” she said. ‘‘ Take the broom and 
sweep it out.” Here was his chance. He swept it 
out ¢kree times. Then he took the dust-rag and 
dusted every bit of wood-work in the room four 
times. This done, he reported to the teacher. She 
went in and peered into the corners and into the 
closets. Then she took a handkerchief and rubbed 
it along the — of the ge A But young 
Washington had been there with his dust-rag. Un- 
able to find a bit of dust, she said, ‘‘I guess Pa do 
to enter this institution."—7he Rev. W. S. Aber- 
nethy, Berwyn, Ill. ; 


Who Get the Big Jobs ?—v. 23. 


The keeper of the prison looked not to anythin 
that was under his hand (v. 23) The widow O’Cal- 
laghan talks thus to her jim who has been hurrying 
through his morning work and doing it very poorly: 
‘* Ah, Jim, Jim! the Lord niver puts little byes and 
big jobs togither. He gives the little byes a chance 
at the little jobs, and thim as does the little jobs 
faithful gets to be the big men that does the big jobs 
easy.” Is not the secret of Joseph’s rapid rise to be 
found in the fact that he did we// everything he was 
asked to do?—TZhe Rev. W. S. Abernethy, Ber- 
wyn, Ill, 





If you will serve God in the dark, you shall stand 
in his light. 
a 


The Lesson’s Missionary Meaning 


By Delavan L. Pierson 
Managing Editor of the Missionary Review of the World 


OLLOWERS of Christ are never told to choose or 
to expect an easy road ; if we were, there would 
be no missionaries. The fulfilment of the 

peo. ‘*T am with you,” did not mean absence of 

ardships and persecutions to Joseph, and it does 
not mean this to any ambassador of Christ, the Cru- 
cified One. What does it mean? Strength and 
courage to stand in spite of opposition, slander, false 
imprisonment ; a peaceful mind and ability to win 
by fidelity to duty, in spite of all the forces of evil 
arrayed against us. o slander can really harm 
a friend of God ; no imprisonment or persecution can 
end the usefulness of a faithful servant of Christ. 
‘¢A man’s immortal ’til his work is done.” 

Bishop Fowler tells of a Chinese Christian who 
studied the New Testament, and felt called of God 
to preach the ‘‘ good news” to his countrymen. He 
did not ask fora salary from the mission, but went 
into a crowded street, mounted a box, and began to 
tell the passers-by what Christ had done fér him. A 
mob gathered. hey knocked him down, beat him, 
dragged him through the city, and threw him outside 
the wall for dead. Soon he revived, and after wash- 
ing off the blood and dirt, asked, ‘‘ Lord, what wilt 
thou have me todo?” Believing that God wanted 
him to continue preaching, he again entered the city, 
sought the same street, and began to preach. Twice 
his experience was repeated, and still he persevered. 
Then the magistrate put him in prison, and when the 
crowd gathered outside his prison window to jeer at 
him, he called out to them, ‘‘ None of these things 
move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, 
so that I might finish my course with joy, and the 
ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus to 
testify the gospel of the grace of God.” The man’s 
perseverance and love overcame, and later he was 
called to be the pastor of these same people. 

Persecution is a sign that the Devil is being dis- 
turbed. When Dr. Sheldon Jackson, the pioneer 
missionary to Alaska, stood out against the vices and 
evil influence of the officials who were ruining the 

eople by their ee practises, these men put 

im in jail under false charges, and did their utmost 
to snuff out his light. But Sheldon Jackson re- 
mained faithful, and became the greatest human 
force for the salvation of Alaska. 

Thousands of missionaries have, in similar ways, 
suffered at the hands of evil-doers, but have re- 
mained true in the midst of every trial. A prison 
pen offer better opportunity for preaching than a 

ulpit. 

‘*But the Lord was with Joseph,” That makes 
the palace and the dungeon equally a place of peace 
and of service. ‘‘ He who stays his mind on his ever- 
present, ever-energetic God,” said David Living- 
stone, ‘‘ will not fre? because of evil-doers.” 


References: ‘*China’s Book of Martyrs,’’ Luella Miner ; 
** Men of Might in India Missions’ (Ziegenbalg), H. B. Hol- 
comb ; “ Prison Reform in Japan,"’ Missionary Review, Sep- 
tember, 1899. 


Brook.yn, N. Y. 
& 


He helps himself most who is ever ready to help 
all others. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson 


‘**Our Father, the past week has gone hard with 
some of us. We have let sin get the upper hand just 
when we had thought we would not; we have chosen 
to do wrong in that hour when we closed our eyes to 
the light of thy word, and withdrew from the clasp of 
thy guiding hand, to seek our own way in:the dark. 
Father, forgive us once again as we confess to thee 
our wilfulness. Help us to learn over again to-day 
the lesson of brave faithfulness to duty, and the sharp 
turning away from temptations that pull upon us so 
hard that we can scarcely keep from going where 
they draw us. Help us to put no trust in ourselves, 
but to rest confidently in thy promised power for the 
breaking of the grip of temptation—the very tempta- 
tion that so far has overcome us most easily. Ma 
we teach and may we learn this day’s lesson of hig 
faithfulness so = that its coming into our lives 
may render tus day by day less unworthy of the prom- 
ised crown of life. men.” 


After the Lesson 


On one of the great college football teams there 
was a stocky, clear-eyed, tightly-built young fellow 
who made a name for himself in his day. He wasn’t 
the quickest runner, or the headiest player, or the 
most brilliant tackler on the team, but you could 
count on him to make a gain. If the team got into 
a hard place where a sure gain was badly needed, 
one man was pretty certain to be given the ball to 
get it through for a gain. Then nothing short of a 
stone wall could stop him. Head down, teeth set 
hard, every muscle like steel, he would go through 
mud and men like a cannon ball. And he got the 
name of ‘‘ Old Reliable.” He deserved it. e was 
reliable. You could count on him. He is teaching 
in a theological seminary now, and he is Old Reliable 
there, as he puts good Greek and better manhood 
into young men who are studying for the minis- 








ry. 

What would be your name if folks should speak 
out? Can others count on you? When you say you 
will do a thing, doesit getdone ? When you go away 
to school or college, can father and mother say cheer- 
fully, ‘‘ We can trust you to do the right thing, and 
to be faithful” ? 

It goes hard many, many times,—just as hard as it 
did with Joseph. ut that Golden Text of ours is 
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inspiring, isn’t it? Shall we say it together,— 
strongly ? Let me write a part of it: 














And just underneath it what shall I draw to show 
the reward of faithfulness? Yes, a trown,—emblem 
of kingly power; power over the evil that tries to ruin 
us ; power to live the conquering, victorious, kingly 


life of the faithful doer of God's will. It is worth the 
struggle, isn’t it ? 
PHILADELPHIA, 
oe 


Hymns and Psalms for this Lesson 


(With references also to the old and new editions of the 
metrical Psalm book ‘‘ Bible Songs.'’) 


‘If thou but suffer God to guide Psalm 142: 1-6. 
thee."’ (209: 1-6. 302: 1-6.) 
‘In the hour of trial.’’ Psalm 1 : 1-6, 
‘* Abide with me ! fast falls the even- (1: 1-3. 1: 1-4.) 
tide.”’ Psalm 25 : 9-14.) 


‘* God moves in a mysterious way."’ (33: 10-13. 52: 1-4.) 
‘*T need thee every hour."’ Psalm 31 : 19-24. 
‘* Oft in danger, oft in woe." (43: 1-4. 65: 1-4.) 
‘* Jesus, my Saviour, look on me." — Psalm 102 : 17-22. 

‘*God is the refuge of his saints."’ (144: 7-10. 204: I-4.) 
Home Readings for the Week Preceding the Lesson 
These Home Readings are the selections of the International 
Bible Reading Association of London, whose American work 
is a department of the International Sunday School Associa- 


tion. For particulars, address Marion Lawrance, Toledo, O. 


Monday.—Gen. 39 : 20 to 40:15 . . Joseph faithful in prison 
‘Tuesday.—Gen. 40: 16-23. . ... .. . «Joseph forgotten 
Wednesday.—Daniel 6: 4-11. . . .. . Daniel's faithfulness 
Thursday.—1 Peter 4:12-I9...... Comfort in suffering 
Friday.—Psalm 31 : 13-24. .... . . Prayer in adversity 
Saturday.—Matt. ro: 21-32. , . . Endurance in persecution 
Sunday.—Rev. 2:8-11. ..... . . Reward of faithfulness 








GRADED 





HELPS 














For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


General Thought: God’s Promises are Sure. 
Lesson Story : Joseph in the Palace and the Prison. 
Lesson Aim: Faithfulness Brings a Sure Reward. 
Golden Text: “ Be thou faithful,” etc. 


INTRODUCTION, 


Ina om country a shepherd led his flock through 
a deep, dark ravine, where it was easy to slip, where 
thorn-bushes might catch in the wool, or some hun- 
gry wild beast might spring out to catch one of the 

ock. If the sheep could have talked, they might 
have asked, ‘‘ Why must we go through this rough, 
dark, ugly way?” And the faithful shepherd would 
have answered, ‘‘ Because on the other side are 
fresher, greener —— and plenty of good water, 
—do not fear.” Because the shepherd was with them, 
they were not afraid. 


REVIEW. 


I am thinking of a boy who knew some of these 
things, because, until he was seventeen years old, he 
cared for his father’s ae» His older brothers cared 
for other flocks far awayfrom home. The father was 
anxious to hear about them, and because the younger 
boy was so faithful, his father was sure he could 
safely trust him to carry a message and some pres- 
ents to his brothers. ho was the father ? Who 
was the son? (Recall last week’s story, contrastin 
— faithfulness with his brothers’ envy pon | 

eceit.) 


INTERVENING. 


Perhaps, like the sheep, Joseph wondered why he 
must go through such hard trials. We shall see 
whether there was anything better beyond. 

During the long journey to Egypt, he must have 
wondered what would become of him. The captain 


of the guard bought him and gave him work to do in 


his palace. (Sketch and mark one diagram.) Joseph 
worked so faithfully and well that he became a great 


favorite, and was promoted over and over again, just 
as faithful scholars are promoted in school until they 
stand at the head of their classes. (Write Faithful 
in the Palace.) The secret of it all was that ‘‘ the 
Lord was with Joseph,” on the journey, in his work, 
in everything. (Write ‘*The Lord was with 
Joseph,’’ after reading chap. 39 : 2-4.) Because 
Joseph was faithful over little things, the captain 
gave him charge of everything, and made him over- 
seer over all that he had. 


LESSON. 


By this time Joseph had grown to be a fine young 
man, and a favorite with everybody. When the cap- 
tain went away, he left Joseph in charge. One of 
these times the captain’s wife tempted Joseph to be 
unfaithful, and because he wouldn’t, she told lies 


FAITHFUL 

“THE LORD 

WAS WITH 
JOSEPH” 
























about him when her husband came home; so he be- 
came angry, and put Joseph in the king’s prison. 
(Add and mark another diagram. The Times picture 
shows an Oriental prison.) Even in the prison 
Joseph was so faithful that he was soon a favorite 
with the keeper. The Lord was with him and pros- 
pered him there (vs. 21-23), and the keeper gave him 
charge of the other prisoners. (Add Faithful in 
Prison.) Two of the king’s servants were put in the 
same prison. One night re! had strange dreams, 
and Joseph told them what they meant. (Mention 
Jacob’s dream, which he must have told Joseph as a 
child. Recall Joseph’s dreams of the wheat and stars, 
then the dreams of the butler and baker.) Because 
God was with him and helped him, Joseph under- 
stood the meaning of these dreams, which came true. 
(Show the picture-roll.) Before med left the prison, 
Joseph asked a favor (40: 14), ‘‘ Think of me, show 
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kindness to me, mention me to the king, and bring 
me out of this house; for I was stolen away." 

On Pharaoh's birthday the butler and baker were 
taken from prison, but forgot Joseph. It must have 
been hard to be faithful after that, but he was, and 
our next lesson will tell how he was rewarded. 

Other good men have been faithful in prison. Re- 
call Peter or Paul or Jeremiah. While in prison a 
<< man named John Bunyon wrote a story about 

hristian and Faithful, who took a lon nt wag | to- 
gether. When we were children, we ded to hear 
our parents read this story out of a book called ‘* Pil- 
grim’s Progress.” Many people love this book next 
to the Bible. The story came to John Bunyan, 
almost like a dream, while he was ir prison. 


Last year we had a Bible story of a good man 
named John the Baptist, who was put in prison by 
the king. He was a faithful preacher, who wasn't 


afraid to tell the king when he did wrong, even 
though it cost him his life. But there was a reward 
for him. ‘ Be thou faithful unto death, and I will 
give thee a crown of life.” 

The newspapers tell of captains or engineers who 
are faithful unto death in trying to save the lives of 
assengers on ships or trains. Faithful boys make 
aithful men, ‘* Be thou faithful.” 


** T cannot do great things for him 
Who did so much for me, 
But I should like to show my love, 
Dear Jesus, unto thee. 
Faithful in very little things, 
O Saviour, may I be.’’ 
—Songs for Little People. 


6 


Peoria, IL. 


The peace of God within gives prosperity without. 
< 
My Class of Boys 


By Eugene C. Foster 


A® INTIMATED in the closing paragraph last 
week, Joseph’s life seems to offer an excep- 

tional opportunity to study the elements of a 
fine manliness and a Christ-like character, especially 
so because we begin our study with a boy. So I 
shall aim in these four lessons to put great emphasis 
on the character-making or character-marking traits 
in Joseph's life. 

With this in mind, I quizzed the class in our usual 
review with a special reference to what we had 
found in Joseph, as a boy, to admire. I find in ques- 
tioning that we have to be exceedingly discriminating. 
I may ask questions about material facts in a way 
that will give them undue emphasis, and entirely 
subordinate the most helpful spiritual teaching. It 
is usually the easier way, hence I found myself in- 
clined to question the boys about the facts and events 
of last week's lesson, hoping, of course, that sumcehow 
the helpful things I had aimed to teach as aids for 
daily living would shine out and stay with them. 
But I resisted, and took the other course. I chal- 
lenged the boys’ interests at once by asking what 
there was about Joseph that made us admire him. 
‘* Obedience,” said one. I was glad, for if I tried to 
leave one lesson last week it was that. ‘* Prompt- 
ness,” ‘‘ truthfulness,”’ said others. Here were the 
things for emphasis; we got all we needed about 
Joseph's age, and his dreams, and his jealous broth- 
ers, and the ccat of many colors, and the merchant- 
men as inacidenta/s ; the real thing was the thing I 
had asked most carefully about. The boy’s mind 
will quickly grasp the point on which I, as his teacher, 
place emphasis,—whether geography or ancient cus- 
toms or character-building. 

‘The lesson-text covering a long passage, I bridged 
the gap between lessons as quickly as I could, and 
we opened our Bibles to the point where we find 
Joseph in prison. This word * prison,” in its East- 
ern sense, might well have taken up much time in 
explanation; but I saved that time by handing to each 
boy The Sunday School Times lesson picture for this 
date, and asked them to read the descriptive matter 
on the back when they got home. The boys who 
wanted to read it just at that moment were readily 
brought to time by asking them to read some of the 
lesson verses aloud. ‘‘ Jehovah was with Joseph,”— 
that seems to be the one thing we constantly hear 
about in Joseph's life.. God was constantly blessing 
seme and constantly blessing other people, too, 
xecause of Joseph. Fine record! But God's bless- 
ings keep right on coming; they are abundant and 
constant. We don’t always get them because we 
wander about so much,—sometimes in the channel 
in which they flow, and sometimes out of. it. 

The keeper ot the prison made Joseph a ‘‘ trusty,” 
such as we see now in many prisons,—prisoners that 
have earned certain privileges within the prison be- 
cause of behavior. Some fellows would have 
said, ‘‘ Well, I’ve got the name of being bad, and 
I'm in prison. I might as well be bad as have the 
name."” Not so Joseph,—kidnaped-.and carried as 
a slave from his father’s house, sold to a -strange 
Egyptian master, cast into prison, although he hadn't 
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done anything wrong,—still he was the same true 
—— Obedient? Oh, yes; to his father, then to 
is new master; now, obedient to the keeper of the 
rison, Obedience had a whole lot to do with making 
) se a wonderful, successful man. 

The verses of the fortieth chapter—right to the end 
of the chapter in our class—had action enough in 
them to claim the attention of the boys without much 
suggestion on my = It was interesting to re- 
member that Joseph himself was a dreamer. And 
somehow God seems to have used these dreams to 
teach folks certain things he had for them to learn. 
eg ¢ - reverently recognized that God was with him, 

or ‘* Do not interpretations belong to God? Tell it 
to me, I pray you.” 

Did Joseph want to stay in prison? Well, hardly; 
for look at verses 14 and 15. So Joseph interpreted 
each dream; very, very bright was the one, and very 

loomy the other. But there was no brightness for 

oseph, except the mapgretes of being faithful. And, 
after all, it’s a fine thing for a fellow to know that 
he’s done right, as nearly as he knows how, and has 
done the best he could. We're alwaysa bit ashamed 
of ourselves when we’ve dodged our duty. So to 
Joseph’s other traits we add now faithfulness. 


PHILADELPHIA, 
+ 4 


Thankfulness is a matter of thoughtfulness. 
al 


The Young Folks’ Class 
By A. E. Dunning, D.D. 


HE chief lesson of the story of Joseph, so far as 
conduct is concerned, is expressed in direct 
counsel in Romans 12: 17-21. The last verse, 

21, is an appropriate Golden Text. The text for the 
prison narrative is 2 Timothy 2:3. This the teach- 
ing of our Lord (Luke 6: 35), and its supreme illus- 
tration is his death on the cross (Rom. 6: 8). You 
can preach the gospel of Christ through the story of 
ne. While you tell your pupils of the hardship 
e suffered, keep in mind what fruits came of it, not 
only in his father’s famil 
his own character also. is experiences include : 
Hardship from Brethren. Turn back fora moment 
to the last lesson. Could any man bring a stronger 
indictment against social conditions than Joseph ? 
They had robbed him of his home and his father, 
stripped him of honors, banished him from all desira- 
ble associations, and put him to heavy tasks of 
slavery. Might he not have thought himself justi- 
fied in studying how to render as little service to 


and in all Egypt, but in 


others as possible, and how to get for himself the . 


most he could from them? -But show his spirit 
towards those who ill-treated him. He uttered no 
condemnation of his brothers or his Midianite owners. 
He manifested no bitterness against the conditions 
that held him to his sad plight. He no doubt felt 
sure that these conditions ought to be changed. But 
he worked for reform by a spirit rather than bya 
plan. Magnify the ideal of the man who regards 
without malice enemies in his own household. 

Hardship from a Master. Captain Potiphar owned 
him, claimed all his time and services. What right 
had any man to possess another, least of all a for- 
eigner toown a Hebrew? Would not Joseph have 
been justified in making himself of as little value as 
possible to his master? But show how he made him- 
self of so great value that he became the manager of 
all his master’s affairs. He found out that #o make 
one's self useless ts to be treated as, useless, while to 
make one's self indispensable to others is to possess 

ower. ‘ 
p But through loyalty to God, his master, and him- 
self, he lost everything but honor. Was he not then 
justified in claiming that social conditions were hope- 
lessly wrong? Has any anarchist more reason for 
being a sworn enemy to society than Joseph had? 
(Psa. 105 : 18, 19). 

Hardship in Prison. Friendless, bound, crushed 
by hard labor, why did not Joseph sink under his 
burden? (v. 20.) He was still an optimist. The 
secret of his strength was that ‘‘ Jehovah was with 
Joseph.” He kept his kind feeling towards men, till 
the keener of the prison came to like him and trust 
him: The disgraced slave kept rising in the prison 
till he was as potent there as he had been in Poti- 

har’'s house. He saw the best in men, and gave the 
est in himself to minister to it, Is that the true way 
to reform society ? 

When you tell the story of the dreams, take care 
not to lead your pupils to put confidence in dreams. 
They are only incidents in the narrative. The author 
of Ecclesiastes wrote ‘‘in the multitude of dreams 
there are vanities,” and the writer of Ecclesiasticus 
said, 


*¢ Dreams have led many astray e’er now, 
And they that have trusted to them have fallen.”’ 


The lesson of the dreams of the two prisoners was 
that the man whom Joseph helped straightway forgot 
him and left. him in- prison two years longer. - Was 
not: this last: trial proof. enough to Joseph of.man’s 
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ingratitude? Might he not now say that he had 
tested society fairly, and found it utterly wanting ? 
Bring your lesson to itsclose by showing how brightiy 
the young Hebrew’s ideal shone in his long trial of 
adversity at the hands of those to whom he had done 
only good. He endures hardship, and does not 
break. Leave on your pupils the impression that 
Joseph showed the mettle of which are made men 
whom mankind needs and whom God honors. In the 
next lesson you can show how Joseph’s manhood 
justified itself. 


Boston. 
“ 


He who has the favor of God needs no favoritism 
with men. 
ow 


The Adult Bible Class 


By Professor Frank K. Sanders, D.D: 


The Trusted Captive 


I, THe GENERAL PREPARATION (Genesis 39, 40). 
'For each member of the Bible class.] 

The development of the dramatic story of Joseph 
in these chapters is full of interest. Joseph the self- 
conscious boy, made somewhat offensive by his very 
confessions of superiority, is developed by a series of 
misadventures, met with fortitude and honor, into a 
self-reliant, resourceful, trustworthy man, who im- 
pressed himself upon each circle in which he moved. 

There are three scenes in this drania of develop- 
ment. Joseph so approves himself to his master, 
Potiphar, that he is gradually entrusted with the 
complete management of that noble’s affairs. Pofi- 
phar is a powerful and wealthy officer, the chief of 
police or else of the wo by bodyguard, in either case 
a man of very high rank and close to the sovereign 
himself. So thoroughly is he impressed--not neces- 
sarily nor probably at once, but in course of time— 
with Joseph’s capacity and trustworthiness, that he 
leaves to him without accounting the whole manage- 
ment of his vast estate. In the picturesque wording 
of Genesis 39 : 6, Potiphar was anxious about nothing 
save ‘‘ the bread whidh he did eat.’ The complicated 
and rigid laws governing the maintenance of ceremo- 
nial purity among the Egyptians—laws which no one 
in close attendance upon the sovereigns or in good 
standing with the priesthood would dare ignore— 
compelled the officer to direct his own dietary, but 
outside of that he was care-free. . prcemsig ge ft 

Thus Joseph attained by ability and faithfulness 
a position of great responsibility, and of correspond- 
ing dignity and satisfaction. Suddenly: assailed by 
a subtle temptation, far greater by way of gratifying 
ambition than lust, he proved the essential soundness 
and strength of his moral nature by refusing either to 
betray his master’s trustful confidence or to violate 
his own sense of what fidelity to God’s ideals de- 
manded. 

Some students of coniparative religion, and particu- 
larly of the growth of the religion of the Hebrews, 
question the historical probability of this portion of 
the story of Joseph on the ground that the recorded 
conception of the character of God and of the stand- 
ards of conduct imposed by God upon his true follow- 
ers, implied by Joseph’s reply to Potiphar’s wife, is 
far in advance of the age, and rather reflects the 
prophetic age of Isaiah. But surely there have been 
in all ages men of insight whose moral sensibility has 
been keen and true. The possession of this has given 
them pre-eminence and leadership. Ancient litera- 
ture is not without fair parallels. 

Joseph's character stood the test of the sudden re- 
versal of fortune that followed. Even in prison he 
was trusted, and thus became acquainted with the 
two great lords who, falling under the Pharaoh’s dis- 
pleasure, were gonfined in prison. 

They had singular dreams which he was able to 
interpret, being a dreamer himself. The confidence 
reposed at that time in dreams as indications of what 
was to be we cannot overestimate. Joseph gives evi- 
dence of retaining his old frankness when the truth 
was to be told. he king’s birthday became indeed 
a day of promise to the one lord and of fate to the 
other. 


II. REFERENCE LITERATURE, 


On the significance of dreams among ancient peo- 
ples see Weidemann, “ Religion of Ancient Egypt- 
tians,” or Breasted’s or Maspero’s magnificent studies 
of Egyptian life and history. For the text, Dod’s 
‘‘Genesis” in the Expositor’s series cannot be well 
surpassed. 


III. SUGGESTIONS FOR THE TEACHING OF THE LESSON. 

{This section aims to outline, in a form suited for discussion, the 
themes in which adults will be interested. Itis intended to be suggest- 
ive rather than exhaustive, to afford hints for a variety of treatments 
rather than one unvarying method.] 

We continue our study of a character. The ques- 
tion is whether it is a real or an ideal sketch. Are 
there Josephs to-day, and should there be more of 
them? We note: ea ‘ 

1. Joseph's Rapid Success. To what dignity did 


( Continued on next page, second column) -+-4 











LESSON FOR APRIL 28 (Gen. 39 : 20-40 : 15) 


The Necco Seal is the mark by 
which you can identify 500 differ- 
ent kinds of the choicest confec- 
tionery, ranging from hard candies 
to bon bons. To understand their 
high standard of excellence, ask 
your dealer for 


enot Qor™ 


and by them judge the quality of 
all of the other varieties. Necco 
Sweets are above the requirements 
of the Pure Food Laws. All dealers 
who sell high-grade goods have 
them. If yours does not, send us 
25 cents for an attractive package 
of Lenox Chocolates; or, better still, 
send $1.00 for a special package in 
a handsome art box. Either pack- 
age sent postpaid. 

NEW ENGLAND CONFECTIONERY 
COMPANY, 








eur course of training in your own home. 

¢ can equip women of average ability, whether 

teal nurses or beginners, to carn $10.00 to 
$23.00 s week. A graduate writes: 

“I have found the course intensely pean, 

helpfal and easily comprehended, have ac- 

fide in myself for I have been 


ey cnd am bony oh thee chmea.” 

End t th ds of nurses and physi- 
cians. Write fer explanatory “Blue Book” and 
stories of four seore ua Nurses. 











Where to Get Church or 
Sunday-School Supplies 


A. B. & E. L. Shaw Co. 


largest makers of 


Pulpit Furniture, 
Lodge Furniture, 


and 
Shoe Store Settees 
81 Causeway St., Boston 
Send for new catalogs. 


OXFORD MAPS 


By Prof. H. S. OSBORN, LL.D. 

The maps of PALESTINE and of EGYPT and 
SINAI are necessary for the current Sunday-school 
lessons. These, with our mapsof WESTERN ASIA 
and ST. PAUL’S TRAVELS, will cover all biblical 
geography. ese maps are kept up to the most re- 
cent discoveries, and are accepted authority among 
students. Special terms for the maps as a set. 


OXFORD MAP PUBLISHERS, OXFORD, OHIO. 


CHURGH ORGAN FOR SALE 


Three manuals and pedal, 44 stops, rebuilt within 
five years, with mahogany case, about 26 feet front, 
gold-leat covered pipes and Ross water motors. Now 
in use and in good condition. Reason for selling, to 
be replaced by larger gift memorial organ. For further 
particulars and inspection apply to 

WILLIAM H. HOLLISTER, Jr., 
203 Cannon Place, Troy, N. Y. 


ELY 
TH, GEAVINE MEREELY BELLS 


The most perfect, highest class bells in the world. 
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Meneely & Co.. Waterviiet, West ‘Troy P O..N.Y.' istence of any God. 
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he attain? How quickly may we sup- 
pose that he rose to this position? (comp. 
37:2 with 41:46.) What is the explana- 
tion of it? Was it an abnormal promo- 
tion ? 

2. The Confidence He Inspired. To 
what extent was his master’s confidence 


out to him indicate that it was not 
wholly disturbed by the charge of crime? 

ts Ruling Motives. What two 
did he mention? What other motives 
may we assume ? 

4. The Episode in Prison. For what 
sort of an offense would these two of 
the king’s officers be likely to be impris- 
oned? Was it a matter of caprice or polit- 
ical significance ? Did Joseph relax 
his standards in the prison, or maintain 
them ? 

5. The Lessons of Such an Experi- 
ence. Which is the greater secret of 
success, opportunity or the maintenance 
at all times of one’s best? Can 7 
character be developed into strengt 
without severe discipline? Is there 
such an outcome as goodness in the full 
sense of the word without a testing? Is 
it one’s moral duty to be an optimist, 
and, in spite of reverses, to act up to 
one’s possibilities ? Can God be counted 
on to give a good man who is brave, hon- 
est, resourceful, cheerful, and reliable, 
his chance ? 

BosTon. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, April 28, 1907. Foreign Mis- 
sions : Christ in the Continent of 
Asia (Isa. 49 : 8-13). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


Mon.—A picture of idolatry (Jer. 7 : 17-20). 
TuEs.—Shamed by hypocrites (Matt. 23: 


13-15). 

WED.—Faith shown by works (Jas. 2: 
14-18). 

Se by love (2 Cor. 5: 
II-15). 

FrRiI.—Weakness no excuse (1 Cor. 1 : 


26-31). 
SatT.—Our gold for Him (1 Chron. 29 : 3-5). 











F 

Name the first missionaries to China, Japan, 
India. 

Name other mission fields in Asia. 

Tell the best news from Asiatic missions. 


T WAS on the continent of Asia that 
Christ was born and died. During 
his short but active life he never 

left Asiatic soil, and there he was buried. 
It was from an Asiatic grave that he 
rose, and from an Asiatic hill that he re- 
turned again to God from whom he 
came, All his first disciples were Asi- 
atics, and by them and from Asia Chris- 
tianity was carried out to the western 
and southern world. In a unique sense 
the continent of Asia is Christ’s conti- 
nent. Christianity is not a western re- 
ligion. Sometimes it is objected to in 
Asia on the ground that it is occidental, 
and that the Oriental races need a reli- 
gion more adapted to their spirit. But 
the western elements in our religion 
came into it after Christ. He gave his 
religion to the world on the soil of Asia, 





deem it a universal religion, the one 
| universal religion, the voll i 

| which neither Asia nor any other conti- 
nent can have the true religion at all. 
| And Asia is entitled to Christianity as 
| its own religion. 

| And Asia needs now and more than 
| ever its own religion. What we are ac- 
customed to speak of as its own religion, 
Booddhism and Hindooism and Muham- 
| madanism, will not meet its needs at 
|all. All these religions are practically 
atheistic. Muhammadanism proclaims 
| vigorously the existence of God, but 
practically it makes God simply the 
| driver of a great machine, inaccessible 
j}and immovable. Hindooism has 333,- 





000,000 gods, and the man who has 333,- | fort.”’ 
000,000 gods has no god except himself. | Co., Ltd , Battle Creek, Mich. 


Booddhism deliberately denies the ex- 





but he deemed it and meant others to | 


gion without | 
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Max Miiller, ‘‘ denies the existence, not 
only of the Creator, but of any absolute 
being. As ew the idea of a per- 
sonal Creator dha seems merciless.” 
These great non-Christian religions have 
no satisfying word to speak to man 
about God. They 


itable view that you can take of them— 
the ping search of man after light. 
They show us the non-Christian peoples 
stumbling blindly around the great altar- 
stairs of , the more pitiable because 
they do not know that they are blind. 
As over against all these, Christianity 
stands as the loving quest of God after 
man, the full, rich revealing of his light 
and life, the unfolding of his ‘love 
towards his children, whom he has come 
forth to seek in a way of which no other 
religion has ever conceived. 

And the Christian church is striving 
earnestly to make Christ known to all 
of Asia. There were in Asia in 1900, 
and since then the numbers have greatly 
increased, 8,851 Christian missionaries, 
and 38,859 native Christian workers, 
and 13,088 mission stations and outsta- 
tions, and 772,899 communicant church 
members, and 12,649 yey: with 
506,326 pupils, and 726 higher institu- 
tions with 43,854 pupils, and 707 hos- 
pitals and dispensaries which treated 
annually 2,254,577 patients. A great 
campaign of this sort kept up year after 
year is bound to have its effect. 

And the opportunity is ripe as never 
before. A newspaper writer, traveling 
in Asia, writes from Korea : 

“Cannot you say something or do 
something to make the church in Amer- 
ica realize that here in Korea is the 
Christian opportunity of centuries ? 

‘“‘The whole country is fruit ripe for 
the picking. The direful 


ditions have turned the Korean people 


represent, as they | 
| actually are—and this is the most char- 
carried ? Would the punishment meted | 


| 


| 





| 


litical con- | 


towards the American missionaries and | 


their message as the only succor in 
sight. The leaders are openly declarin 
that in Christianity alone is to be ren | 
the political and social salvation of the 
nation. In their extremity the Koreans 
are ready to turm to the living God. 

‘*It may not be so: two. years hetice. 
Conditions of which I dare ‘not write 
here are changing the character of 
Korea. If the Christian church has any 
conception of strategy, and appreciation 
of opportunity, and any sense of rela- 
tive values, she will act at once—not 
next year, but mow /” 

And not only are such national oppor- 
tunities urgent, but for each soul 
throughout all of Asia the need is im- 
perative. These people are passing 
their years as we are passing ours. For 
their present lives, and for their prepa- 
ration for the future life beyond, they 
need Christ at once. 

If Asia does not need Christ, we do 
not need him. 

If we are entitled to him, so also is 
Asia, 

Asia gave him to us, 
give him back to Asia. 


We should 








Find Out 
The Kind of Food that will Keep You Well 


The true way is to find out what is 
best to eat and drink, and then cultivate 
a taste for those things instead of poison- 
ing ourselves with improper, indigestible 
food, etc. 

A conservative Massachusetts woman 
writes : 

‘*T have used Grape-Nuts five years for 
the young and for the aged, in sickness 


| and in health, at first following direc- 


tions carefully, later in a variety of ways 
as my taste and judgment suggested. 

‘* But its most special, personal benefit 
has been a ‘substitute for meat, and 
served dry with cream when rheumatic 
troubles made it important for me to give 
up the ‘ coffee habit.’ 

‘* Served in this way, with the addition 
of a cup of hot water and a little fruit, it 
has been used at my morning meal for 
six months, during which time my health 


| has much improved, nerves have grown 


** Booddha,” says ° pkgs. 


steadier, and a gradual decrease in my 
excessive weight adds greatly to my com- 
Name given by. Postum Cereal 
Read the 
little book, ‘‘ The Road to Wellville,” in 
‘* There’s a Reason.” 


| ranged in naturally indicated paragrap 





193 


Economy is practiced, com- 
fort is increased, and work is 
lessened by Macsetu lamp- 
chimneys. 

They cost less if you figure 
by the year instead of by the 
chimney. Macsetn lamp-| 
chimneys add to the brilliancy 
of the lamp, and it is taken’ 
care of with half the bother 
when fitted with a MacsEeTH 
chimney. 

There are other reasons. The Index ex- 


plains them and also tells all about lamps, 
their proper chimneys and care. It’s free. 


Address, MACBETH, Pittsburgh. 


SEND US 25 po Sp 

end vowil ted 
your address, a 

Brush and’ samcle oan e 


the best Floor Finish made 
and also the best general 
finish for Furgitare and 
all Interior oodwork. 
Contents of can will cover 

coats. 











parent. Stamps accepted. 
ROGERS STAINFLOOR FINISH 
makes old floors look new; makee al) floors and all 
woods look beautiful; gives a highly artistic finish 
to painted as well as wages woods; does not 
obscure the grain like paint; is far more durable 
than varnien; shows neither heel marks nor 
scratches; is not affected by water; can be applied 


by anybody. petroit White Lead Works, Dept. 40, ayaa” 











Syracuse 
University 


SYRACUSE, N. Y. 


Offers, beside the regular College Courses, 
Mechanical, Electrical, and Civil Engineer- 
ng, Architecture, Music, Painting, Law, 

Medicine, Sociology, Pedagogy. 

Over Forty of the leading Universities of this 
country and Europe are represented on the 
Faculty of the College of Liberal Arts. 
Tuition expenses are so moderate that they 
are less than the fees in some colleges where 
free tuition is given. Send for catalogue. 


SUMMER SCHOOL, July 5 to August 16. 
Bulletin sent on application. 




















The original Hebrew and Greek text cor- 
rectly translated into present-day English, ar- 
hs which 

Such is the 


American 
Standard Bible 


Edited by the American Revision Committee 


Everything, except prejudice, is in its favor. 
e Teachers’ Edition of the American 
Standard Bible contains a Bible Dictionary, a 
combined Concordance, fine maps and illustra- 
tions. Teachers and parents find it especially 
helpful. 
rite for our free book, which gives full in- 
formation. 
THOMAS NELSON & SONS 
Bible publishers for 50 years 
37a East 18th Street, New York 


PUZZLES 


Entertainment for young and old. They will 
while away many a dull hour. We have the 
best collection ever presented. Send postal for 
our descriptive and illustrated Sheet No. 6, free 
upon request. 


GLOBE SPECIALTY CO. 
P. O. Box 42, Station D, New York City. 


GIPSY SMITH’S “=< 


Including CHURCH HYMNS and GOSPEL SONGS 

The newest Sacred Songs, the famous Welsh Re- 
vival Songs, and 400 others used by the Great English 
Revivalist. Boards, $25; cloth, $30 per hundred ; 
30 cents and 35 cents by mail. 


The Biglow & Main Co., New York or Chicage 


help to make the meaning clear. 























MISSION 
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UNinferlor stove polishes 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


INEXPERIENCED MANUFACTURERS make 
which are often inflammable, explosive and dan- 


stove polish which 


ve been successfully mak 
pone thehauewiven. *Hlemate mavasel’ we mon know what the want and rely 


make it right, Noh 
ed with inferior stove} 
IT MAK 


polishes. TO 8 Past © Stove Polieh 
esun aate ° 
PSTOVE AN ORNAMENT. 


Made by MORSE BROS., Props. Lag te nett Stove Polish, Canton, Mass., U.8. 























“JEWELS.” 
“ BLOSSOMS BRIGHT. n 


per copy; 





1907 Children’s Day Services COMPOSERS and AUTHORS 
7 PATRIOTIC PILGRIMS. Orchestra score complete, $1.00. 


—§  aaee Service for the Primary and eee | 


__A Cantata for peg Ad s rt 
“—~vest Home, or any 

$3.25 per dozen, aE 
Write for Returnable Copies of ALL Children's Day Services—ALL Publishers. 


THE HEIDELBERG PRESS, 1310 Arch Street, PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


25,000 copies already sold. 
$4 per 100, 
postpaid. 

Flower Day, Har- 
al Servi ice. 3 cents 











Bannerman’s Army Auction Bargains 


REE Illustrated circular, wholesale-retail prices. 
Enormous stock. Francis Bannerman, 501 
Sroadway, New York. 





Outdoors, Indoors 
ad Up the Chimney 





By Charles MclIivaine 


Author of ‘‘ 1000 American Fungi” 





If you know a growing boy 
whose eyes are just getting big 
as the world’s wonders open up, 
give him this book. Or, an alert, 
wide-awitke girl, either, for that 
matter. The author discusses 
everyday things in a most 
happy way, and at the same 
time gives scores of useful facts, 
as, for instance, a remedy for 
the effect: of ‘‘ poison ivy.” 
Mlustrated. postpaid. 


The Sunday School Times Co. 
1031 Walnut St., Philadeiphia 


Gye Sanday School Gimes 


Philadelphia, April 13, 1907 


Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 
* second- class matter,” 


75 cents, net, 

















~ Advertising Rates 


80 cents per line, $11.20 per inch, each 
insertion (fourteen lines to the inch). For 
detailed information address The Religious 
Press Association, 901 Witherspoon Build- 
ing, Philadelphia. 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published | 


weekly at the following rates, for either old or | 


new subscribers. These rates include postage: 
75 cts Five or more copies, either to 

* separate addresses or in a pack- 
age to one address, will be sent at the rate of | 
75 cents each, per year. 


$1.00 or 


copy, or any number of 


One copy, five years, $4.00. 


Free Copies tional will be allowed 
for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
75 cent rate, 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMks Co., Publishers, 


| 
4031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. =| Uy 
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| responsive oes and many recitations. 


copies less than five, will be sent | 
to separate addresses at $1.00 each, per year. | 


One free copy addi- | 


| HOPE 





CHILDREN’S DAY MUSIC 


ocw Stave IcEs— 
N THE HEART I8 YOUNG, by Lorens. 
THE CALL OF SPRING, by Ira B. Wiison. 
Free samples of each’ to superintendents or 
choristers mentioning this paper. 


CHILDRER’S DAY TREASURY No. 17 
15 cents per io Reb Bright Infant Class Recita- 
tions, Dril bleaux, Ideas for Decorating, 
Sxercises, 9 


sPRiRG  CAmTATAS FOR CHILORES 
QUEEN 0’ THE MAY (new, 1907), b es aa 


SrOtG te SAIPILAE®. by E. 8. Lorens. 
E RAINBOW PETE, by Bs. Lorens. 
Prine of each, 30 cents per cop} Send 10 cents 
pry ey —— thie paper oA ¢a copy » a 
0, 
not purchased must be retuned pact after 
ya 
THE LORENZ PUBLISHING co., 
160 Fifth A 8 W. Fifth St. 
NEW Y ORK ay irroir OHIO 

















CHILDREN’S DAY Services 


FLOWERS AND PRAISES Samples 
MUSIC OF NATURE ‘ of the 
SUMMER’S GOLDEN MESSAGE | four for 
BOWER OP BEAUTY 12 cents 
Cantata for June, or the Summer season, is 
Flora’s Birthday. 25 cents the copy. 
Souvenir S»cred Song Post Cards. 
25 cents the dozen. Send for list of titles. 
Gospel Song Writing Tablet. 
50 sacred songs, photo of composer on 50 sheets 
paper, tableted, 25 cents. 
Phila.,Pa., 1018-20 Arch St. 
Hall-Mack Co. l New Y ork, 156 sth Ave. 
PUB LISHERS) Chicago, 95 earborn St. 


FOR CHILDREN’S DAY 


THE CHILDREN’S JUBILEE. By Gabriel. 5 cts. 
CHILDREN’S DAY. By Fred. A. Fillmore. 5 cts, 
RECITATIONS AND EXERCISES. 32 pages (no 
music), 10 cents 

Send for our full cate alog of music of all kinds. Many 

new and interesting musical announcements in it. 
FILLMORE MUSIC HOUSE 

528 Elm St., Cincinnati, O. 41-43 Bible House, N. Y. 


CHILDREN’S DAY 


We have three new services : 

* THE GOD OF NATURE 

SONGS GF SUMMERTIME 

* THE SERVICE OF THE KING 

* Orchestra score, ten parts, $1.00. 
Send ro cents for samples, the above three and others. 

TULLAR-MEREDITH CO. 

150 Fifth Ave., N. Y. 57 Washington St., Chicago. 











‘CHILDREN’S DAY MUSIC 


Children’s Carols No. 3, just published, and two 
others, will be sent postpaid upon receipt of 10 cents 
in stamps, each service containing from 10 to 12 songs, 
Price, 55 
cents Pee gover r hundred, postpaid. 

VER @ BROTHER. Publishers 
104-108 Washington Street, Chicago, Illinois. 


12 Children’s Day Services 





all different, mailed once only for ro cents, it name 


of superintendent and Sunday-school is given. 


B. co., 150 Michigan Ave., a ICAGO 


0 STAMPS. 22 ABE NTS WAND 


onset eat List free 
\TAMP CO.. ST. L 











RE the influences of public exhibitions 
of the — of a chosen portion of the 
school helpful in winning young souls 

for Jesus ? 

Is there not a better way to keep these 
‘* special days,’’ which can be made sweet 
to the children, without risk to the eternal 
welfare of their souls,—a way by which God 
the Father may be glorified, and Christ the 
Son honored ? 

Every year, as Children’s Day approaches, 
the above questions are asked at the Primary 
Union of which the writer is a member. As 
I sat in the gallery of Bethany Presbyterian 
Church, Philadelphia (on the morning of 
Children’s Day, June 11, 1905), I felt that 
the questions were answered and the prob- 
lem of the proper observance of at least one 
** special day ’’ solved. 

After the impressive march of the white- 
gowned children into the church, the singing, 
and the baptism service, the kindergarten 
graduates—those who had reached the age 
of six—recited in concert the twenty-third 
Psalm. 

Then came the general drill conducted by 
Miss Harlow, the superintendent of the 
junior department. The great charm of 
this was that neither the children nor the 
teachers knew beforehand what questions 
were to be asked. 


“ 


Superintendent ; Out of what book of the 
Bible have our lessons been the last six 
months? Response: The book of John. 

S. Give me the names of the books John 
wrote. #. The Gospel of John, 1 John, 2 
John, 3 John, Revelation. 

S. All together. When John thought 
about Jesus showing the way, whit did he 
say? &, In him was life; and the life was 
the light of men. 

S. When he thought of Jesus dying, he 
said: RX. Behold the Lamb of Ged, which 
taketh away the sin of the world. 

S. When God spoke, he said: 2. This is 
my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. 

S. When Nathanael spoke, he said: 2. 
Thou art the Son of God ; thou art the King 
of Israel. 

S. When Jesus spake te Nicod«.mus, he 

poke of Moses, and said: #. And as Moses 
iifted up the serpent in the wilderness, éven 
so must the Son of man be liited up. 
| 5S. He called himself the only begotten 
| Son: &. For God so loved the wonld, that 
| he gave his only begotten Son, that whoso- 
| ever believeth in him should not perish, but 
| have everlasting life. 

S. When he came to the Feast of Taber- 
nacles he saw the priest pouring out the 
water, Thenhe said: &. If any man thirst, 
let him come unto me, and drink. 

S. He healed a man born blind, on the 
Sabbath day. Then the pecple of the tem- 
ple wanted to turn the man out. But Jesus 
thought, The shepherd goes out after his 
sheep: and hesaid: 2. I am the good shep- 
herd; the good shepherd giveth his life for 
the sheep. 

S. You and I know that in the eastern 
land the sheepfold has no door. But the 
shepherd is the door. What did Jesus say? 
R. I am the door. 

S. When he came to the tomb of Lazarus, 
he said: #. I am the resurrection, and the 
life. 

S. When he was in the upper room, he 
said: #. I am the vine, ye are the branches : 
he that abideth in me, and I in him, the same 
bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye 
can do nothing. 

S. Give us Jesus’ closing invitation. 2&. 
The Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let 
him that heareth say, Come. And let him 
that is athirst come. And whosoever will, 
let him take the water of life freely. 

S. Will the pastors, all the congregation, 
the boys and girls, tell what Jesus is to us? 
&. All united in repeating Psalm 23. 


% 


The Junior graduates were requested to 
stand so that thecongregation might know 
where they were. Then the boys’ and girls’ 
Bible classes stood. ‘*‘ Now we’ve seen you 
you may sit down,”’ said Miss Harlow. 

Then, after the boys and girls had given 
the names of the books of the Bible, and had. | 
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Children’s Day at Bethany 





so loved the world,’’ the superintendent told 
a number of Bible stories in enigma form, to 
each of which the children replied by nam- 
ing the people, and telling the book and 
chapter in which the story is found. 

I see a beautiful garden. Oh, such a beau- 
tiful garden! The trees are growing so 
splendidly, and the animals in it are not 
wild. There are just two people in that gar- 
den. Who were the people? Where do 
you find the story? 

I see people driven out of the garden. 
Couldn’t go back again because they had 
sinned, for fear they would eat the fruit of 
the tree of life and live and sin forever. 
Where do you find the story ? 

I see people doing wrong. God said to a 
man, Make a great boat. Who was the 
man? Where do you find the story ? 


I see ten brothers selling a brother. Who 


| was the brother they are selling? Where do 


you find the story ? 

I see a mother making a tiny boat and 
putting in only one passenger. Who is the 
passenger? Where do you find the story ? 


% 


Then the girls of the intermediate depart- 
ment were asked to give the chapters of John. 
Promptly and in clear tones they began with 
Chapter 1, Christ the Word; Chapter 2, 
Christ’s first miracle ; and so on, without a 
break, giving name and number of each 
chapter, ending with Chapter 21, Lovest thou 
me ? 

Last of all came the boys of the interme- 
diate department. These questions were put 
to them : 

Q. Give four names of the Bible. 4, The 
Word, the Scriptures, the Bible, and the Sa- 
cred Canon, 

Q. Why should we study it? A, All 
scripture is given by inspiration of God, and 
is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for cor- 
rection, for instruction in righteousness, that 
the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly 
furnished unto all good works. 

Q. How did we get it? A. Holy men of 
God spake as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost. 

Q. In what language was the Old Testa- 
ment written? A, The first of the Old Tes- 
tament was written in Hebrew, the language 
of the Jews, the latter part of the Old Tes- 
tament in Chaldee, the language of Babylon. 

Q.-In what language was the New Testa- 
ment written? A, The New Testament was 
written in Greek, the written language of the 
Roman Empire in the New Testament times, 

Q. About how many authors wrote the 
Bible? A. There were about thirty-six 
authors who wrote the sixty-six books which 
make up the Bible. 

Q. In what land was it written? A. It 
was written in the country extending from 
Rome on the west to Babylon on the east, 
and from Asia Minor on the north to Arabia 
on the south. The most of it was written in 
Canaan, the land of God’s people. 

Q. How long will God’s word last? 4. 
Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one 
tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till 
all be fulfilled. 

% 


And the best thing about this Children’s 
Day service is that any school may have one 
just as beautiful and just as impressive, — 
that is, any school whose workers are willing 
to take a little forethought. 

The superintendent of the junior depart- 
ment has chosen a course of supplemental 
lessons for her children which are taught year 
after year. A part of each session is spent 
in teaching this special grade work. If these 
drilis take place every Sunday, when Chil- 
dren’s Day arrives the scholars will be ready 
for the public examination without a great 
deal of extra preparation, 

In the kindergarten a whole year is spent 
in teaching the Twenty-third Psalm. 

In the boys’ and girls’ Bible classes much 
is made of Bible stories. Then the children 
are taught, not only the stories, but also the 





1 See Outline of Graded Lessons for the Elementary 
Department, issued by International Sunday-school 


+] 
| Association. 


| 


located the Commandments and, “ For God | 


The Shepherd Psalm for Children, by Josephine L. 
Baldwin. 


The Song of Our Syrian Guest, by William Allen 
Knight. 





ee 


— 


a a 











LESSON FOR APRIL 28 (Gen. 39: 20-40 : 15) 


book and chapter of the Bible in which these 
are found. 
Here are a few of the Bible drills used : 


Bible Drill, Number One 
First Quarter 
First Sunday: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, 
Numbers, Deuteronomy, 
Second Sunday: Joshua, Judges, Ruth. 
Third Sunday: 1 and 2 Samuel, 1 and 2 
Kings, 1 and 2 Chron, 
Fourth Sunday: Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther, 
Fifth Sunday: Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ec- 
clesiastes, Song of Solomon. 
‘Sixth Sunday: Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamen- 
tations, Ezekiel, Daniel. 
Seventh Sunday: Hosea, Joel, Amos. 
Eighth Sunday : Obadiah, Jonah, Micah. 
Ninth Sunday: Nahum, Habakkuk, Zepha- 
niah. 
Tenth Sunday: Haggai, Zechariah, Mala- 
chi. 
Eleventh Sunday: Luke 2: 8-19. 
Review. 
Second Quarter 


First Sunday: Matthew, Mark, Luke, 
John, Acts. 

Second Sunday: Romans, 1 and 2 Cor- 
jnthians, Galatians. 

Third Sunday: Ephesians, 
Colossians. 

Fourth Sunday: 1 and 2 Thessalonians, 
1 and 2 Timothy. 

Fifth Sunday: Titus, Philemon, Hebrews. 

Sixth Sunday: James, 1 and 2 Peter. 

Seventh Sunday: 1, 2, and 3 John, Jude, 
Revelation. 

Eighth Sunday: For God so loved the 

| world, that he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in him should not 
‘perish, but have everlasting life (John 

: 16). 

Ninth Sunday: Golden Rule: All things 
whatsoever ye would that men should do to 
you, do ye even so to them (Matt. 7 : 12). 

Tenth Sunday: Wine is a mocker, strong 
drink is raging ; and whosoever is deceived 
thereby is not wise (Prov. 20: I). 

Review. 


Philippians, 


Third Quarter 
The Commandments. 

Fourth Quarter 
The Sermon on the Mount, 


Bible Drill, Number Two! 


S. How'many sets of books does the Old 
Testament contain? &. Five sets. 

S. Namethem. #&. Law, history, poetry, 
major and minor prophetic books. 

S. How many books belong to each set? 
R. Five of law, twelve of history, five of 
poetry, five major and twelve minor pro- 
phetic books. 

S. Repeat the books of law. 
Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy. 

S. Of what does Genesis tell? &. Gene- 
sis, the book of beginnings, tells of the be- 
ginning of the world, of man, of sin, and of 
salvation, 

S. Of what does Exodus tell? &, Ex- 


odus, the book of the going out, tells how | 


Israel went out from bondage in Egypt, 


and how they might go out of the bondage | 


of ignorance and sin. 
S. Of what does Leviticus teach? 2. 


laws of sacrifice, and points to the sacrifice 
of the Lamb of God. 


S. Of what does Numbers teach? 2. ! 


Numbers, or the book of the numbering or 


arranging of Israel into tribes, tells of the | 


wanderings of God’s people, 

S. Of what does Deuteronomy teach? 2. 
Deuteronomy is the book of the laws re- 
peated by Moses, an account of his death 
being added by some other hand. 

S. What period do these five books cover ? 
R. These five books cover the period from 
the creation to the giving of the law. 

S. Name the principal events given in 
Genesis. &. The creation, the fall of man, 
the flood of destruction, the call of Abraham, 
the birth of Isaac, the blessing of Jacob, the 
promotion of Joseph. 

S. Name the great events of the other four 
books of law. &. The bondage in Egypt, 
the deliverance from Egypt, the birth of the 
nation, and the-giving of the law. 


Bible Drill, Number Three 


[Devoted to the books of history and poetry, 
and to the major prophets.] 





' Suggested by “‘ Lessons from the Desk,”’ by the 
Rev. Harold Kennedy. 


R. Genesis, | 


THE SUNDAY 


Bible Drill, Number Four 


S. Name the minor prophetic books. 2&. 
Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, 
Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, 
Zechariah, Malachi. 

S. What do these books contain? 2&. 
These prophetic books, while containing 
bitter words of warning, promise new and 
better things for God’s people. 

S. How many sets of books does the New 
Testament contain? &. Three sets. 

S. What are they? 2. History, Epistles 
or letters, and Prophecy. 

S. Name the historical books of the New 
Testament. &. Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, 
Acts. 

S. Of what do the first four books tell ? 
R. Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John tell of 
Christ’s life, death, and resurrection, 

S. Of what does the Book of Actstell? 2, 
The Book of Acts tells of the founding of the 
Christian church, 

S. How many epistles (or letters) in the 
New Testament? &. Twenty-one epistles, 

S. Name the fourteen epistles probably 
written by Paul. #. Romans, I and 2 Cor- 
inthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, 
Colossians, 1 and 2 Thessalonians, I and 2 
Timothy, Titus, Philemon, Hebrews. 

S. Of which one is there any question? 
Rk. Hebrews, 

S. Name the other epistles. #. James, 
1 and 2 Peter, I, 2 and 3 John, and Jude, 

S. Name the one Book of Prophecy in the 
New Testament. &. The Book of Revela- 
tion, which tells of the glories of the future 
life. 

S, Whatis its closing invitation? #, The 
Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let 
him that heareth say, Come. And let him 
that is athirst come: and whosoever will, 
let him take the water of life freely (Rev. 
22:17). 


Intermediate Department Bible Drill 


S. What are some of the names of the 
Bible? &. The Word of God, the Scrip- 
tures, the Bible, and the Sacred Canon. 

S. Why should we study it? 2. All 
Scripture (2 Tim. 3 : 16, 17). 

S. How did we get it? 
(2 Pet. 1: 21). 

S. In what languages was the Old Testa- 
ment-written? &, The first of the Old Tes- 
tament was written in Hebrew, the language 
of the Jews; the latter part of the Old Testa- 
ment in Chaldee, the language of Babylon. 

S. In what language was the New Testa- 
ment written? &. The New Testament 
was written in Greek, the written language 
t of the Roman Empire in the New Testament 
times. 





Bible? &. There were about thirty-six 
| make up the Bible. 

| S. When was it written? &. Through at 
; least sixteen centuries, from 1500 B.C., 
| when Moses lived, to 100 A.D., when the 
last aposties died. 

S. When was the translation we commonly 
use made? &, The translation we com- 
;monly use was: made in 1611 by order of 
King James, 

| S$. When was the Revised Version made ? 
R. The Revised Version was made in 1884. 


| written in the country extending from Rome 


| on the west to Babylon on the east, and from ' 


Asia Minor on the north to Arabia on the 
; south, The most of it was written in Canaan 
' the land of God’s people. 

S. How long will’ the Word of God last ? 


, 


Rk. Till heaven and earth (Matt. 5 : 18).— | 


| Miss S. E. Gable, Reading, Pa. 


Convention Calendar 


Illinois, at East St. Louis. . . . . April 16-18 


Kansas, at Chanute . . peg . April 16-18 
West Virginia, at Huntington. . . April 16-18 
Virginia, at Danville . . . . . . . April 16-18 | 
| Delaware, at Seaford - April 18, 19 | 
Western Washington, at Seattle. . May 7-10 


Eastern Washington and Northern Idaho 








R. Holy men | 


S. About how many authors wrote the | 


authors who wrote the sixty-six books which | 
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r. Lapponi 


Physician to the Late Pope Leo XIII. and ‘also Physi- 
cian in Ordinary to Pope Pius X., Finds 


BUFFALO LITHIA WATER 


Of “Marvelous Efficacy in Gout, Rheumatism, Gastro- 
intestinal Dyspepsia, and in all the Various 
Forms of Uric Acid Diathesis.* 


Following Is an Exact Translation of Dr. Lapponi’s Testimonial ase 
Written by Himself: 


RoE, August 24, 1903.—In the ag ge of San Giovanni Calibrita (del Fatebene 
Fratelli) in Rome, directed by myself, I have largely experimented with the natural 
min water in com- WATER and am glad to 
merce under the name of be abletoattest 
that, by its richness of composition of lithia, it is of marvelous efficacy in cases of 
Gout, of Chronic, Articular, and Muscular Rheumatism, of Hepatic Congestions and 
Functional Disorders, of Gastro-intestinal Dyspepsia,of Graveland Renallnsufficiency, 
af light Nephritic Affections and of all the various forms of Uric Acid Diathesis. 

The same water is also to be recommended highly in the initial processes of 
Arterio-sclerosis and in obstinate forms of Bronchial Asthma. 

May also be used as a good table water. So much I declare for the truth. 

bm pve PROF. GIUSEPPE LAPPONI. 
Principal Physician of the Hospital of San Giovanni Calibrita (del Fatebene Fra- 
telli) in Rome, Member of the Academy of Medicine of Rome, etc., eles 


BUFFALO is for sale by Grocers and Druggists, gener- 
: LITHIA WATER ally. Testimonials which defy all impute- 
tion or question sent to any address. 

Hotel at Springs opens June 15th. 


PROPRIETOR BUFFALO LITHIA SPRINCS,VIRCINIA, 
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING | 








Typewriters First Mortgage Farm Loans 


THE Postal Typewriter, $25. Only real typewriter at ABSOLUTE SAFETY is assured investors in our 
a. low price. Combines universal keyboard, strong North Dakota first mortgage farm loans. Every 
manifolding, mtcocgraen stencil cutting, visible | risk personally inspected. ol lands steadily in- 
| writing, interchangeable types, rints from ribbon. Im- | creasing in value. e have had fourteen years’ ex- 
rfect alignment impossib!e, rience in this territory, loaning nearly Two Million 
Jollars without a penny loss or the foreclosure of 
a single mortgage by one of our investors. Best 
of references fatnished. Correspondence solicited. 
Farmers’ Trust Company, Fessenden, Wells County, 
North Dakota. 





Vill stand hard wear. 

ay pers ase a worn out, rebuilt, or second-hand 
| machine,when you can buy a new machine for $25, with 
| the same guarantee furnished with the $100 machines 
| Postal ‘Typewriter Co., Dept. 54, Norwalk, Conn. 








| 
| For Sale —— 
| COTTAGE on Lake Champlain for sale or to rent for snancin 


season. Eight large rooms; barn and icehouse -INANCING INTE SE. C race 
| filled ; 165 ft. lake frontage, broad piazzas, fine shade, F go pt te SEE Gar tecaahe o ns 

neer landing oye eo of steamers. A Thos bargain. | for enterprises. The only successful work on promo- 
ere rane nist: Square, Albany, Y. | tion. Used throughout the United States. ‘I'wo vol- 


> ga umes, buckram binding, prepaid, $4. Pamphlet and 
Blackboards 


list of business books free. Ronald Press, Rooms 
62-65, 229 Broadway, New York. 

ALL SIZES, pine and marked special. Patent sur- i 
face, easily cleaned without water. Best on Poultry 


market. ‘Cell us your wants. Art Press, Orange, Mass. 
RHODE Island Reds ; Light Brahmas ; White, Buff, 
Harred and Black Rocks; Buff, White, Golden 
and Silver Wyandottes; Brown, Buff and White Leg- 














Investments 





Leviticus, the book of the laws, gives the S. Where was the Bible written ? 2. It was 


# CERTIFICATES, based on best of real estate in 

most rapidly developing city of the Carolinas, in 

| amounts of $500, $1,000, $2,500, $5,000. F.C, Abbott 
Company, Charlotte, N. C. 


Patent Lawyers 


[NVENTIONS needed to prevent wrecks and save 

labor. Write Mason Fenwick & Lawrence, Patent 
Lawyers, Box B, Washington, D.C. Estab. 1861. Book- 
let free. References : Rev. J. J. Muir, A. M. Mcl.ach- 
lin, banker, Wash., D.C.; Rev. E.B. Palmer, Phila., Pa. 


' 
} —— —— 


Opportunities 


| 
23,400 represents the annual salaries of positions now 
open on our books. Free registration. ‘‘ N 














sae , . . " be 
sition—no pay.’’ Registration form T sent on ap lita 
tion. ‘The Kinsley-Drake Co., 245 Broadway, R! Va 





| ~ Coins—Stamps 


| $5 75 paid for rare 1853 quarters. Keep all money 

. coined before 1875, and send 1oc. at once for 
a set of 2 coin and stam wales books. It may mean a for- 
tune to you. C. F, Clarke & Co., Dept. 46, Le Roy, N.Y. 








horns; Black Minorcas and Black Javas. Herdy, pro- 
lific, farm bred, fine stock. For birds, moderate prices, 
or “eggs to hatch”’ at 10 cents each, write Walter 
Sherman (Sunnydale), Newport, R. 1. 





ReOCDE LAND BEDS, 214 egg gens po even 
color, eggs of utilit ens, $x per 1 5 per 100, 
Circular free. Sunnyside Poultry Co., fox 117, Pu- 
laski, New York. 





Hotels 


THE HAMILTON r4th & K Sts., N. W. Washing- 
ton, D. C. A modern, home-like hotel on the 
American plan; good table; liberal management; 
splendid location ; convenient to all places of interest ; 
ransients accommodated, $2. per day and up. 
For particulars and booklet address Irving O. Ball 
Proprietor. 





Travel 


THE Art of Travel, by H. H. Powers. A practical 
discussion of the problems of European travel. 
p. Price, 20 cents. Bureau of University Travel, 
38 Trinity Place, Boston, 














Has Helped 








at North Yakima ...... . May 14-16 
Hawaii, at Honolulu. ..... . May 
Italy, at Rome, Fifth World's 

Convention. ...... .. ~ May 20-23 
Arkansas, at Ft. Smith . .. . .. . June 5-7 
New York, at Watertown. . . . . June 11-13 
Idaho, at Nampa. ...... . «June 18-20] 
Colorado, at Canun City . .. . . June 18-20 
Indiana, at Kokomo ..... June 18-20 
Mississippi, at Yazoo City. . . . . June 18-20 
Ohio, at Mansfield . .. .... . June 25-27 
Iowa, at Davenport. . .... . . June 26-28 


Thousands 


A Supplemental Bible Question Course 

By John B. Smith. Price 50 cents, postpaid 
Taught from the platform five minutes each Sunday for fifty-two Sundays, this 
book will work wonders in imparting to scholars that knowledge of the Bible 
so generally lacking. Will supplement any series of lessons. Third edition, thor- 
oughly revised, Order from your bookseller or direct from publishers. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO., 1031 WALNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA. 











THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 








THE MAYOR % 
SPOTLESS TOWN 


This is the Mayor of Spotiess Town, 
The brightest man for miles around. 
The shining light of wisdom can 
Reflect from such a polished man, 
And so he says to high and low: 
**The brightest use SAPOLIO."’ 


Some one must direct the affairs of 
the city. Equally important is the 
cleanliness of the smallest home in 
that city. If thiscan be accomplished 
by small exertion, at small expense, 
so much the better. A cake o 


SAPOLIO 


in the hands of a bright, active woman 
will keep a house clean enough for 
the Mayor to live in. 














SUMMER VACATION IN 
Egypt and Palestine 


These most interesting countries are not impossible | 
in the summer months. 
way before the-enthusiasm of those who have availed | 
themselves of the usual vacation period. 

We will take 4 to Jerusalem in comfort during | 





July and ‘A’ Sail June aoth. Return Septem 
Write tor ‘cnnaudeumenh st. 
n 
H. W. Dunning & Co., f ON: 





Wertd'a S. S. Convention, 
7. First-class tour, only 
All ex 

. D. Temple, 


ROME FF sie $170 


Rev. atertown S., Mass. — 


BY ke COLLEGE AT HOME, Write Pres. C. J. c. 3. 
Burton, Christian College, Cake, Iowa. | 








~ Clear-Headed 
Head Bookkeeper Must be Reliable 
The chief bookkeeper in a large busi- 
ness house in one of our great Western 
cities speaks of the harm coffee did for 
him: 


‘* My wife and I drank our first cup of , 


Postuin Coffee a little over two years 
ago, and we have used it ever since, to 
the entire exclusion of tea and the old 
kind of coffee. It happened in this way: 
‘‘About three and a half years ago I 
had an attack of pneumonia, which left 
a memento in the shape of dyspepsia, or 
rather, tospeak more correctly, neuralgia 
of the stomach. My ‘cup of cheer’ had 
always been coffee or tea, but I became 
convinced, after a time, that they aggra- 
vated my stomach trouble. I happened 
to mention the matter to my grocer one 


day, and he suggested that I give Postum | 


Food Coffee a trial. 

‘* Next day it came, but the cook made 
the mistake of not boiling it sufficiently, 
and we did not like it much. This was, 


however, soon remedied, and now we | 


like it so much that we will never change 
back. Postum, being a food beverage 


instead of a drug, has been the means of | 


curing my stomach trouble, I verily be- | 
lieve, for I am a well man to-day, and | 
have used no other remedy 

‘*My work as chief heaboeper in our | 
Company’s branch house here is of a 
very confining nature. During my cof- 
fee drinking days I was subject to nerv- | 
ousness and ‘the blues,’ 
my sick spells. 
I began using Postum Food Coffee, and 
I can conscientiously recommend it to 
those whose work confines them to 
long hours of severe mental exertion.” 
‘*There’s-a Reason.” Name given by 
Postum Co., Battle Creek, Mich. 


‘That impression has given | 


in addition to | 
These have left me since | 


| Children ot Mani 





A Little Girl and a Little Cat 
By Emma C. Dowd © 


AMA had gone down town, and Lila 
didn't know what to do. She 
trotted around the rooms, and 

looked out of the various windows. _ It 
was a cold, windy day, and few people 
were on the streets. She turned her eyes 
indoors with a sigh. 

«Oh, I'll look at pictures !'’ she said, 
and she pulled a volume towards her. 
It was very heavy, and she came near 
dropping it. Then she stopped short. 
She had remembered something. ‘‘ Any- 
way,'’ she mused, ‘‘ Mama didn’t say 
for me not to take these when she was 
gone down town, and I hadn't anything 
else to do and was awf'ly lonesome ! 
She said I mustn't touch 'em the other 
day; but I ‘most guess she wouldn't 
care, if she knew there wasn’t any other 
books ’cept what I'd looked at."’ 

Down sat Lila on the floor, and she 
turned the leaves slowly. There were 
beautiful pictures. 

‘«Me-ew !'’ sounded suddenly close 
beside her, and she jumped, almost tear- 
ing one of the silky tissue papers that 
covered the engravings. 

‘You're a naughty kitty to scare me 
so !’’ she scolded. 

‘« Me-ew !"’ persisted Sukey. ‘‘ Me-ew ! 
Me-ew !"’ and she ran to the window. 

‘«What do you want?'’ asked Lila, 
for Sukey always came and mewed when 
| she wished for anything. 

‘«Me-ew ! Me-ew !’" said Sukey. 

‘« Well, what do. you want ?"’ 

The small cat eyed the window wist- 
| fully, keeping up her mewing. 

Lila laid ‘the book’ on the floor, and 
| walked over to the witidow.’ There were 
} several flies buzzing about there. 

‘*I guéss you want me to catch them 

| for you ; is that it?’’ 

‘« Me-ew,"’ responded Sukey. 

‘« Well, I can't; I don’t know how. 

But you're a lovely kitty to do as Mama 
| told you, and not to catch them for your- 
| self! When Mama comes home I shall 
| tell her how good you are.”’ 

Then her face grew suddenly grave. 
She couldn't tell Mama that somebody 
else had remembered to do as she had 
been told. She put her arms around 
Sukey. ; 

‘«] guess you're better’n I am, Kitty,’’ 
she whispered ; ‘‘ but I’m goin’ to be as 
good as you.’’ Then she put the beau- 
tiful book back upon the table, and 
when Mama came home she heard all 
about the lesson that a little cat had 
taught to a little girl. 

MERIDEN, Conn. 


Sie! 
The Veteran 


(Continued from page 187) 





' for the festally-adorned country to hear : 
‘* Long life to the veteran with his flow- 
ers !''—That old apple-tree, what a pro- 
fessor of vigorous, sound philosophy ! 
He had but one twig left, but he wished 
in that last survivor of his former strength 
to take his part in what was going on, be 
in touch with his companions, younger 
|or more fortunate. He did not say: 
‘*Aren’t they lucky, those fellows ?’’ 
| He did not sigh: ‘‘Is it really worth 
| while to go on blossoming ?*’ He did 
what he could, deaf to base suggestions, 
ignorant of the ugly little word : «* What 
is the good ?"’ 

So long as he had one drop of sap left 
there should be blossoms. Well done, a 
thousand times well done! He was in 
the truth. Let us do as he did. 

Paris, FRANCE. 





(Lesson for April 28) APRIL 13, 1907 
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Decorations for 
Church and Home 


The light weight of Dennison’s Crepe Paper, 
its velvety Seaese, ee colorings, or 
ability an or. manipulation render 
AH suitable for carrying out most B 
active decorative schemes at small cost. For 
CHURCH AND HOME 
SOCIALS ENTERTAINMENTS 
SUPPERS RECEPTIONS 
PARTIES HOME DECORATIONS 
and all occasions where attractive decorations 
are desirable, Dennison’s Crepe Paper, Fast 
Color Napkins, Doilies and Lunch Sets are 
not only most effective, but far more economi- 
cal than any other material. Our new book, 
“‘ART AND DECORATION ”’ 
will fully inform Los as to Crepe Paper and 
its many uses—it’s the authority on Crepe 
Paper Art. Ask for a copy—it’s /ree. 
Dennison’s Dictionary, 10 cents 
Address Dept. “'54,’”’ at our nearest store, 








B. & B. 


your store 


—the one you do most of your shopping at, 
does not carry everything you need—no or- 
dinary store can, whether it’s located in 
your town or in a city a thousand miles away. 

This store is a Dry Goods Store with a 
Mail Order Department that carries a larger 
stock and sells at underprice more Dry 
Goods, Men’s Women’s and Children’s 
Wearing Apparel, Curtains, Portiers, Rugs, 
Carpets and things of like nature than most 
any store in the country, 

Just issued our new semi-annual Catalog 
and Style Book No. 41, which we would like 


to send you. 
————< 


Ask for samples of Lyon’s dyed Flawless 
Black India Silk—27 inches wide, 45c. a 
yard, 

Address reply to section 59. 


BOGGS & BUHL 
(Allegheny) Pittsburg, Pa. 











Mica Axle Grease 


lengthens the life of the 
wagon—saves horse- 
power, time and tem- 
per. Best lubricant in 
the world—contains 


reduces friction. 

If you want your outfit 
to /as# and earn money 
while it lasts— grease 
the axles with Mica 
Axle Grease, 











Cocoa is always 
healthful, 
and 
there is no 
better cocoa 
than 


BENSDORP’S. 


Its Double Strength 
stands for Economy. 





Send 10 cents for 
trial can. 


Stephen L. Bartlett Co., 


Importers, 
‘ BOSTON, MASS. 


SPENCERIAN 
STEEL PENS =o 


There's a Spencerian Pen made for you. 

Spencerian Pens are famous for their 
durability, evenness of ‘ea workman. 
~~ and e uality of meta 

Every Spencerian Pen perfect. No 

seconds. 
Sample card of 12 pens, different pat- 
terns, sent to any address for 6 cents in 
postage. Address 
SPENCERIAN PEN CO., 


349 Broadway, New York. 


































HARTSHORN 
SHADE ROLLERS 


Bear the script name of Stewart 
Hartshorn on-label. 

. Get ‘* improved,’’ no tacks required 

Wood Rollers Tin Rollers 





D.¢C.Roses 


Gre the best. Always on their own roots. Plants mailed toany 
point in the United States. Safe arrival guaranteed. Over 60 
pee on experience. Flewer and Vegetable Seeds a 
peclalty. Write for 
\New Guide to Rose Culture 
for 1901—the leading rose a of America, H4 pages. 
bape pa ae overl varieties. Tells how to grow 
bie flowers. Est.1850. 70 greenhouses. 
“THE ‘DINGEE & & CONARD CO., West Grove, Pa. 























